《Coke’s Commentary on the Holy Bible – Song of Solomon》(Thomas Coke)
Commentator

Thomas Coke (9 September 1747 - 2 May 1814) was the first Methodist Bishop and is known as the Father of Methodist Missions.

Born in Brecon, south Wales, his father was a well-to-do apothecary. Coke, who was only 5 foot and 1 inch tall and prone to being overweight, read Jurisprudence at Jesus College, Oxford, which has a strong Welsh tradition, graduating Bachelor of Arts, then Master of Arts in 1770, and Doctor of Civil Law in 1775. On returning to Brecon he served as Mayor in 1772.

A Commentary on the Holy Bible, six complete volumes (1801-1803), is an indepth look at the Old and New Testaments, with the following print volumes combined into the commentary here: 

· Volume 1, Genesis to Deuteronomy, 1801.

· Volume 2, Joshua to Job, 1801.

· Volume 3, Psalms to Isaiah, 1802.

· Volume 4, Jeremiah to Malachi, 1803.

· Volume 5, Matthew to Acts, 1803.

· Volume 6, Romans to Revelation, 1803. 

His numerous publications included Extracts of the Journals of the Rev. Dr. Coke's Five Visits to America (London, 1793); a life of John Wesley (1792), prepared in collaboration with Henry Mooro; A History of the West Indies (3 vols., Liverpool, 1808-11). 

Introduction

CHAP. VIII. 

The affections between Christ and his spouse are as strong and lively here, in this closing chapter of the song, as ever, and rather more so. (1.) The spouse continues her importunity for a more intimate communion and fellowship with him, Song of Solomon 8:1-3. (2.) She charges the daughters of Jerusalem not to interrupt her communion with her beloved, Song of Solomon 8:4 and they thereupon admire her dependance on him, Song of Solomon 8:5. (3.) She begs of her beloved, whom she raiseth up by her prayers, Song of Solomon 8:5 that he would by his grace confirm that blessed union with him to which she was admitted, Song of Solomon 8:6-7. (4.) She makes intercession for others also, that care might be taken of them, Song of Solomon 8:8-9 and pleaseth herself with the thoughts of her own interest in Christ, and his affection to her, Song of Solomon 8:10. (5.) She owns herself his tenant for a vineyard she held of him at Baal-hamon, Song of Solomon 8:11-12. (6.) The song concludes with an interchanging of parting requests: Christ chargeth his spouse that she should often let him hear from her, Song of Solomon 8:13. And she begs of him that he would hasten his return to her, Song of Solomon 8:14. 

Before Christ 1014. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
Song of Solomon 1:1. The song of songs, which is Solomon's— This is a Hebraism, which signifies the most excellent song: the latter part of the title ought perhaps to have been rendered, which is concerning Solomon. The first day's eclogue commences at this chapter, and is continued to ch. Song of Solomon 2:7. 

Verse 2
Song of Solomon 1:2. Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth— The Hebrew idiom delights in redundancies of this kind; so in Psalms 17:10. With their mouth they speak: Psalms 66:17. I cried with my mouth: and in ch. Song of Solomon 8:7 of this song, would be utterly contemned is in the original, contemning they would contemn. 

Verse 3
Song of Solomon 1:3. Because of the savour, &c.— The eastern nations, and indeed the ancients in general, dealt much in unguents, which in the hot countries are necessary to brace and close up the pores of the body: fragrant ointments were especially used on nuptial and other festival occasions. See Psalms 45:8.; Proverbs 7:17.; Amos 6:6.; 2 Samuel 12:20. Hence the odour of sweet ointments became a common metaphor, to express the extensive acceptableness of a good name. Ecclesiastes 7:1. Houbigant connects this sentence with the preceding words thus, For thy love is more excellent than wine, and thy fragrance than fine ointments. New Translation. 

Verse 4
Song of Solomon 1:4. Draw me, &c.— The author of the New Translation renders this verse thus; SPOUSE: O draw me after thee: VIRGINS: We will run to the fragrance of thy perfumes. SPOUSE: The king hath brought me into his apartments. VIRGINS: We will be glad and rejoice in thee, we will celebrate thy love more than wine. Thou art every way lovely. The LXX, Vulgate, and Ethiopic, add the words, to the fragrance of thy perfumes. The Chaldee countenances this addition. Perhaps the speech of the chorus might more properly have been rendered, We will follow the fragrance of thy perfumes. The translation given of the last clause of this verse, which is from Sanctius, seems well to answer the context, "All the loves are with thee; or, Thou art altogether lovely." Houbigant renders the whole to this effect: We will celebrate thy loves; we love thee more than generous wine, or wine that goes down smoothly. See his note, Le Clerc, and the New Translation. 

Verse 5
Song of Solomon 1:5. I am black, but comely— The word שׁחורה shechorah, rendered black, signifies brown, swarthy, or dark-complexioned, and denotes such a duskiness as that of the morning, when some little light begins to appear. The appellation of fair, which is given to the bride in the sequel, is only meant in the general sense of lovely or beautiful. The tents of the wild Arabs, called in Scripture קדר אהלי ahalei keidar, are to this day of a dark or black colour, being made of the shaggy hair of their black goats. 

Verse 6
Song of Solomon 1:6. Look not upon me, &c.— Look not down upon me, because I am brown; for the sun hath discoloured me. My mother's children were severe unto me: they made me keeper of the vineyards: mine own vineyard have I not kept. There is a peculiar emphasis in the original of the last clause; mine own vineyard, which is mine, have I not kept. Houbigant translates the word שׁלי shelli (which is mine)—quietly; but this translation is not admissible, if, with Bishop Patrick and others, we allow vineyard to be the eastern phraseology for an office committed to a person, or any interest he is concerned in. 

Verse 7
Song of Solomon 1:7. Where thou makest thy flock to rest at noon— In the hot countries, the shepherds and their flocks are always forced to retire to shelter during the burning heats of noon. One that turneth aside is rendered by Houbigant and the New Translation, a wanderer. This verse contains a fine apostrophe, and strongly marks the affection of the bride. See Virgil's Culex, ver. 116. 

Verse 8
Song of Solomon 1:8. If thou know not, &c.— This is the reply of the virgins, and it breathes all the simplicity of pastoral life. 

Verse 9
Song of Solomon 1:9. I have compared thee—to a company of horses— This, says the author of the New Translation, is the speech of the bridegroom, who, meeting the bride and her virgin companions, says, I have compared thee, O my love, to my well-trained steed in Pharaoh's chariots. We ought not to think the comparison coarse or vulgar, if we consider what beautiful and delicate creatures the eastern horses are, and how highly they are valued; and, withal, the very strong figurative expressions which the oriental writers are continually using. Theocritus, as is observed by Grotius and others, has made use of the very same image to express the beauty of Helen; Idyll. ver. 29. Though here, indeed, the bridegroom does not seem to have in view to compliment the bride on her beauty, so much as to celebrate her conjugal fidelity. She is anxiously concerned for his absence, and fondly goes in search of him. Upon seeing her thus employed, he is charmed with her affection for him, and, as the words may be paraphrased, commends her for drawing well in the marriage yoke. The chariots of Pharaoh are mentioned, probably, because Egypt was at that time most celebrated for its horses and chariots; and the phrase may signify in general a chariot of the most elegant and excellent sort. 

Verse 12
Song of Solomon 1:12. While the king sitteth at his table— While the king shall be in his tent, or pavilion, Houbigant. The New Translation has it, While the king sitteth in the circle of his friends; namely, at the nuptial banquet. The tables of the ancients were so framed that the guests formed a circle. 

Verse 13
Song of Solomon 1:13. A bundle of myrrh— The orientals were accustomed to tie up myrrh in bundles, and to put them into the bosom to exhilarate the spirits. Some interpret the words המר צרור tserror hammor, a wreath, or nosegay of flowery myrrh. See Bishop Patrick and Castalio. 

Verse 14
Song of Solomon 1:14. As a cluster of camphire— As a cluster of cypress flowers; the New Translation. By cypress here, is not meant the trees so called, but an aromatic plant which, Sir Thomas Brown tells us, produces a sweet and odoriferous bush of flowers; out of which was made the oleum cyprinum. See his "Observations on Plants mentioned in Scripture." The vineyards at Engedi, near Jericho, were not so much for vines as aromatic shrubs. These the Jews cultivated for the sake of their gums, balsams, &c. in which they carried on a considerable commerce. Such shrubs were managed after the manner of vines. Hence the nurseries of them were called vineyards: see Bochart. Hieroz. tom. 2: p. 724. Hasselquist is of opinion, that Solomon here refers to a cluster of the Cyprus grape. See his Travels, p. 448. 

Verse 15
Song of Solomon 1:15. Thou hast doves' eyes— To conceive the force of this expression, we must not refer it to our common pigeons, but to the large and beautiful eyes of the doves of Syria. They who have seen that fine eastern bird, the carrier-pigeon, will need no commentary on this place. See Brown's Observations. 

Verse 16
Song of Solomon 1:16. Yea, pleasant: also, &c.— The author of the New Translation puts a full stop at beloved; and renders the next clause thus; and how pleasant, how green, is our flowery bed! remarking, that the generality of versions seem not to have attended to the beautiful force of the original, where the particle ףּא ap is repeated. Literally, the whole passage, according to the proposed amendment, would be, Behold, thou art fair, my beloved. Yea, pleasant, yea, green, or flowery, is our bed. Or, it may be rendered, Behold, thou art fair, my beloved; yea, pleasant. Yea, our bed, or couch, is strewed with flowers; for the word rendered green, is translated flowery by the best critics. 

Verse 17
Song of Solomon 1:17. And our rafters of fir— And our carved-works of cypresses. Hiller. Our ceilings of cypress. Houbigant, and New Translation. ברותים berothim, are a peculiar kind of trees, which might be called after the original, brutine trees. They resemble the cypress in form, and the cedar in smell. See Ainsworth. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, We have here, 

1. The title of the book, The song of songs, one of the most excellent of all that ever were composed, both respecting the matter of which it treats, the love of Christ and his church; and the manner of its execution, which is most elegant and beautiful. 

2. The penman, which is Solomon, inspired by the Holy Ghost, or concerning Solomon, the divine Redeemer, of whom he was a type, the Prince of peace, the God of love, who makes his people happy in communion with himself; and in the sense of his favour gives them a joy and happiness, which the world knoweth not of. 

2nd, Filled with a transport of delight and love in contemplating the glorious object of her affections, the church, 

1. With abrupt address, as enraptured with the sight of her beloved, breaks forth, Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth, as a token of reconciliation, which the sinner above all things desires; who, trembling under the sense of guilt, cries for pardon, and begs that God would seal it to his soul, and make him rejoice in the comfort of it, by giving some sweet manifestation of himself, and shedding abroad his love in the heart: for thy love is better than wine, more pleasing to the soul than the most delicious wine to the palate, and more reviving and exhilarating than the richer cordial, as they who have tasted it find by delightful experience. Because of the savour of thy good ointments, the unction from the Holy One, the fulness of divine grace resident in Jesus, and from him communicated to his people, thy name is as ointment poured forth, diffusing the most delightful fragrance, and making glad the heart of the miserable, who beholds in Jesus a saviour of sinners, and, in Immanuel, God with us, an all-sufficient Saviour; therefore do the virgins love thee, engaged by his excellence, and longing for nearer and more intimate communion of spirit with him; and virgins, in the purity of their affections, the fidelity of their attachment, and their beauty and comeliness adorned with the graces of his Spirit. 

2. She prays to experience fresh constrainings of divine love. Draw me with the cords of love, for we are weak and impotent, unable to follow Jesus one step farther, unless his everlasting arms be under us, and his grace strengthen us; and then we will run after thee, with warm affection and eager desire; and, from experience of the sweetness of the way, shall be inviting others to come with us, and taste how good the Lord is. 

3. She acknowledges the favourable answer given to her requests. They are no sooner offered than granted. The king, the anointed Redeemer, the eternal Prince and Saviour, the glorious Bridegroom, hath brought me into his chambers, graciously condescending to take the sinful soul into nearest union with himself, and putting it in possession of all the riches of divine grace stored up for the use of his bride: well therefore may such a one say, we will be glad and rejoice in thee; of ourselves we have nothing to rejoice in, much to be ashamed of, much to lament; but in Jesus we have the most abundant cause for joy unspeakable and full of glory, both in his person, offices, and relation to us; and, on account of what he has done, is doing, and is willing further to do for us and in us. We will remember thy love more than wine; his love was more grateful than the most exquisite wines, which at feasts are so eagerly sought; and the remembrance of it, not like the impressions made on our senses, which quickly die away, but deeply engraven on the soul, and the delightful sense of it continually abiding: O that this were more our own blessed experience! The upright love thee; this is the character of the Bridegroom's friends; their souls are renewed by grace, God's word is their rule, love is their principle, holiness their path, and glory their end; when they who now love the Lord Jesus Christ sincerely and perseveringly, shall then love him in the highest perfection, shall, in the fullest sense, dwell in love, shall dwell in God, and God in them. 

4. She addresses herself to the daughters of Jerusalem: I am black as the sooty tents of Kedar: black with persecutions, reproaches, afflictions, sufferings; because the sun hath looked upon me, as those who are exposed to its scorching beams have their skins discoloured: my mother's children were angry with me; for, usually, from false brethren and carnal professors the severest trials of the faithful come; they made me keeper of the vineyards, seduced by temptation, and drawn to compliance with their false ways and worship: but mine own vineyard have I not kept; with shame, like a true penitent, whom we must imitate, she acknowledges her past neglects and departures from God. Yet, notwithstanding, she can now say, Look not upon me, because I am black, with an eye of contempt or disdain; for, amidst all my infirmities and suffering, I am comely as the curtains of Solomon, comely in the eyes of God, sprinkled with the blood, and adorned with the graces of the divine Redeemer, shining in patience amid the darkness of affliction, and coming from the furnace of persecution bright as silver purified seven times in the fire. 

3rdly, We find the Lord for a while departed, and the church, through her unfaithfulness, left to lament his absence, and anew to seek his face. 

1. She earnestly inquires after him, and pleads hard for his returning favour. Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth; tell me where thou feedest the flock of thy pasture, where thou makest it to rest at noon, that my soul may be with thee, enjoy thy presence, join in thine ordinances, sit under thy shadow, and again be refreshed with the sense of thy love: for why should I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions? who pretend to be such, but are really hypocritical and heretical, teaching doctrines of lies and delusion: and to be suffered to be seduced by them, nay, to be only suspected of leaning towards such false teachers, could not be thought of by a sincere soul without grief and anguish. 

2. The gracious Redeemer quickly answers her inquiry, and points her to the paths of peace: none err finally, who sincerely and perseveringly look to him for direction. If thou know not, or seeing thou knowest not, the way, bewildered through ignorance, O thou fairest among women; such an endearing title does he give her; and though the church, and every real member, blush and are confounded at their backslidings, yet these will Jesus guide and lead aright; go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock, be found in the ordinances of divine worship, and mark the good old way in which holy men have walked, and the faithful continue to follow, and feed thy kids beside the shepherds' tents; attend the ministry of those who labour in the word and doctrine, and lay themselves out in the service of immortal souls: nor should they who have the charge of others come alone, their children, relations, servants should be encouraged to draw near the shepherds' tents, the courts of the sanctuary. 

3. Christ expresses his high regard to his church: I have compared thee, O my love, (so tender an appellation does he give to those who of themselves are so unworthy of his regard,) to a company of horses in Pharaoh's chariots; the most beautiful of their kind, and drawing with mutual and united efforts. Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels, thy neck with chains of gold; beautiful with the graces, gifts, and consolations of the Spirit, more precious than the richest jewels, and shining brighter than burnished gold: and greater glories still in store for her and every faithful soul; he who has decked her in these bright ornaments will add thereunto. We will make thee borders of gold with studs of silver, that she may be complete and perfect, lacking nothing, especially in the great day of consummation, when she shall be presented in all the beauty of holiness before the throne of God: and this is the work of the sacred Three. 

4thly, We have the communion maintained between Christ and his church. 

1. She expresses her loyalty and affection towards him, her husband and Lord. While the king sitteth at his table: he is a king, reigning from eternity, and in a peculiar manner has established his throne in the hearts of his people, who submit to his government, and are safe and happy under his protection: he is infinitely condescending, sitting at his table, inviting the poor and miserable sinner to come and partake of all his rich provision of gospel-grace, and giving the kindest reception to those who in faith and love draw near at his bidding; and when he manifests his presence in the midst of his people, then my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof; the graces of his saints are in lively exercise, their faith strong, their love ardent, their zeal flaming; and this is to him a favour of a sweet smell, more pleasing than the most fragrant spices. A bundle of myrrh is my well-beloved unto me; beloved, well-beloved, best-beloved; compared with Christ, a gracious soul may be said to hate every thing besides: he shall lie all night betwixt my breasts, constantly embraced with the warmest affections of her heart, and yielding a joy to the faithful soul, preferable to the sweetest perfume placed in the bosom, till the night of time shall give place to the rising morning of eternal day. My beloved is unto me as a cluster of camphire, or cypress, in the vineyards of Engedi. The sense is evident,—that Christ is inestimably precious; all fullness of excellence resides in him; his atonement, intercession, and grace, are more delightful to the heart than the sweetest camphire or cypress to the smell, or the most delicious cluster of grapes to the taste. 

2. Christ testifies his complacence in her, well-pleased with the profession of her warm attachment to him. Behold, thou art fair, my love: the words speak Christ's gracious regard and tender affection towards his people: thou hast doves' eyes; the piercing eyes of faith, the modest eye of simplicity, and dove-like innocence. Note; (1.) However contemptible in the eyes of others, or loathed in his own, a believer may be, he is precious in the eyes of his Lord. (2.) We must remember, that, however our adorable Lord is pleased to account of us, or whatever good we possess, it is all of grace; we have nothing that we have not received. 

3. The church echoes back the words of her spouse with mutual professions of like endearment. Behold, thou art fair, my beloved; the faithful scarcely know how to admit this character to themselves, but to their gracious Lord with greatest propriety it belongs; he is fair, indeed, in uncreated beauty; he is the sun without a spot; she but the moon, who borrows all her light and beauty from him; yea, pleasant, shining on his faithful people with cherishing rays; no frowns cloud his brow, but the endearing smiles of tenderness make glad their hearts continually; and all his promises are Yea and Amen, speaking peace and joy to their souls: also our bed is green; between husband and wife there is a community of goods; when we are Christ's, all his things are ours: the bed is the church of the redeemed, where the faithful assemble to meet their Lord in the ordinances of his service; and green, to denote the pleasantness of the courts of the Lord's house, or the numerous converts that are collected therein, or the flourishing state of their souls. The beams of our house are cedar, and our rafters of fir, or galleries; which may refer to the ministers of the gospel, who, instrumentally under Christ, support the glorious fabric; or to the faithful in general, whose liability, and gratefulness to him, are hereby shadowed forth. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
Song of Solomon 2:1. I am the rose of Sharon— I am a rose of the field. We have here followed all the ancient versions, in preference to those of the moderns, who generally, interpret שׁרון Sharon as a proper name; yet a little attention to the context will convince us, that the bride does not here mean to extol the charms of her person, but rather the contrary. The Bridegroom had just before called her fair; she, with a becoming modesty, represents her beauty as nothing extraordinary, as a mere common wild-flower. But this the Bridegroom denies, insisting upon it that she as much surpasses the generality, as the flower of the lily does that of the bramble; and she again in return speaks with admiration of the Bridegroom. The words may have a still further force, and imply a tacit comparison. The rose of Sharon expresses eminence; whereas she calls herself a rose of the field, in opposition to the rose of the garden, which has more beauty, and is distinguished for its richness and variety of colouring; whereas the rose of the field, and the lily of the valley, owe their distinction to the less ornamented flowers which grow around them. See the New Translation and Houbigant. 

Verse 3
Song of Solomon 2:3. As the apple-tree, &c.— As the citron-tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the youths; New Translation; in this rendering following the Chaldee paraphrase, which observes, with what superior beauty that rich fruitful plant must appear among the barren trees of the wood. The word תפוחים tappuchiim, rendered apples, in the 5th verse, should also be rendered citrons. The author of the Observations remarks, that citron-trees are very noble, being large, their leaves very beautiful, of an exquisite smell, and affording a most delightful shade: the fragrance of the fruit is admirable. 

Verse 4
Song of Solomon 2:4. He brought me to the banqueting-house— O bring me into the banqueting-house: spread the banner of love over me. I rather choose, with the LXX, to translate the word in the imperative mood, because by this means the passage is rendered much more spirited, and corresponds more exactly with the following verse. 

Verse 5
Song of Solomon 2:5. Stay me with flagons— Instead of stay, we might render the word support; and as flagons would be a very improper support on this occasion, and likewise seem to carry with them a very low idea, we should, agreeably to the meaning of the word, as derived from the Arabic, read verdant herbs. The whole passage might be rendered, Support me with verdant herbs, refresh me with citrons, for I am wounded with love. See Michaelis's notes, p. 157. Parkhurst says, that the original word signifies some confectionary prepared by fire. See 2 Samuel 6:19. Hosea 3:1. Isaiah 16:8. 

Verse 7
Song of Solomon 2:7. I charge you, &c.— This is a rural form of adjuring: the bride intreats her virgin companions by those creatures in which they may be supposed to have taken frequent pleasure; but we must never forget that Christ, the heavenly bridegroom, is the supreme, yea, in a true sense, the sole object of her love. The word rendered love is emphatical, and signifies my amiable one. See Hasselquist, p. 192 and the New Translation. 

Though I so largely enter, both in my preface, and in my reflections at the end of every chapter, into the spiritual meaning of this divine song—the only meaning for which it was dictated by the Holy Spirit, and recorded in the canon of Scripture—yet I cannot refrain from adding also a few spiritual remarks at the close of every eclogue. By the spouse is meant the CHURCH, who, possessed with the most passionate, love of the promised Redeemer, expresses in ch. i, Song of Solomon 2:2 her fervent desire for his appearance in the flesh; declaring, at the same time the excellence of his name and grace, and confessing her own unworthiness, as having been too long seduced by false teachers, and lost in gentile idolatry, Song of Solomon 2:5-6. Under the sense of this, she earnestly desires to know and learn the way of true religion, Song of Solomon 2:7 a desire pleasing to the Bridegroom, who exhorts her to enter into the holy assemblies of pious souls, and to bring her young converts to be instructed by such pastors as the great Shepherd will appoint in his church, Song of Solomon 2:8 where she may receive spiritual strength and beauty, Song of Solomon 2:9-10 where all her members, by their union in religion, may add splendor and glory to her, Song of Solomon 2:11 where her graces may diffuse their odours, and her heart rejoice in reciprocal affection, and all the acts and offices of fervent piety, Song of Solomon 2:12-17 and chap. Song of Solomon 2:1-7.; for the mutual expressions of esteem in these verses seem evidently calculated to set forth the superlative pleasures and heartfelt delights of communion between Christ and the sincere Christian; particularly as experienced in all the acts and offices of religion. 

Verse 8
Song of Solomon 2:8. The second day's eclogue begins here, belongs wholly to the spouse, and is addressed by her in a continued narration to the chorus of virgins. 

Verse 9
Song of Solomon 2:9. My beloved is like a roe, &c.— This should be connected more properly with the preceding verse. My beloved resembles a roe, &c. leaping and skipping upon the hills. The following part of this verse would be better rendered thus: Behold, he stood behind our wall; he looked in through the windows; he shewed himself through the lattice. 

Verse 11
Song of Solomon 2:11. The winter is past— One part of the winter is distinguished from the rest of it by the people of the East, in the latitude in which Solomon lived, on account of the severity of the cold. At Aleppo it lasts about forty days, and is called by the natives maurbanie. I would propose it to the consideration of the learned, whether the word סתיו setaiv, here used and translated winter, may not be understood to mean what the Aleppines express by the term maurbanie. It occurs nowhere else in the Old Testament; and another word is used for the rainy part of the year in general. If this thought be admitted, it will greatly illustrate, in a critical sense, the words of the bridegroom, Lo! the winter is past; the rain is over, is gone: for then the last clause will not be explanatory of the first, and signify that the moist part of the year was entirely past; with which Dr. Russell assures us all pleasantness withdraws at Aleppo;—but the words will import, "The maurbanie is past and over; the weather become agreeably warm; the rain too has just ceased, and consequently has left us the prospect of several days of serenity and undisturbed pleasantness." The weather of Judaea was, in this respect, I presume, like that at Algiers; where, after two or three days of rain, there is usually, according to Dr. Shaw, a week, a fortnight, or more, of fair and good weather. Of such a sort of cessation of rain alone, the bridegroom, methinks, is here to be understood, in the literal sense, and not of the absolute termination of the rainy season, and the summer-drought's being come on; and if so, what can the time that was past mean, but the maurbanie? Indeed Dr. Russell, in giving us an account of the excursions of the English merchants at Aleppo, has undesignedly furnished us with a good comment on this and the two following verses. "These gentlemen (it seems) dined abroad under a tent, in spring and autumn, on Saturdays, and often on Wednesdays: they do the same during the good weather in winter; but they live at the garden, in April and part of May. In the heat of the summer they dine at the gardens, instead of under the tent; that is to say, I suppose once or twice a week they dine at the gardens, as once or twice a week they dine under a tent in autumn and spring." The cold weather is not supposed, according to the letter of the text, to have been long over, since it is distinctly mentioned; and the Aleppines make these excursions very early: the narcissus flowers during the whole of the maurbanie, and hyacinths and violets flower also at least before it is quite over. The appearing of flowers then does not mean the appearing of the first and earliest flowers, but must rather be understood of the earth's being covered with them; which at Aleppo is not till after the middle of February, a small crane's-bill, appearing on the banks of the river there about the middle of February, quickly after which comes a profusion of flowers. The nightingales too, which are there in abundance, not only afford much pleasure by their songs in the gardens, but are also kept tame in the houses, and let out at a small rate, to divert such as choose it in the city: so that no entertainments are made in the spring without a concert of these birds. No wonder then that Solomon makes the bridegroom speak of the singing of birds; and it teaches us what these birds are, which are expressly distinguished from turtle-doves, and are here used by the Holy Spirit of God to represent much more noble concerts. It would be disparaging the reader's taste to point out to him the beauty and elegance of this whole address. 

Verse 13
Song of Solomon 2:13. The fig-tree putteth forth, &c.— The fig-tree giveth sweetness to her green figs. The fig-trees in Judaea bear double crops, the first of which is ripe in spring. פגיה paggeiha, signifies the unripe fig. The word חנט chanat, which we render putteth forth, properly signifies to preserve with aromatics. By a metaphor it is applied to fruits, and implies to maturate or sweeten. Several of the versions, both ancient and modern, read the vines in blossom, instead of the vines with the tender grape; but our version is very justifiable. 

Verse 14
Song of Solomon 2:14. O my dove, &c.— O my dove, through the clefts of the rocks, through the secret places of the stairs let me see thee, &c. New Translation. 

Verse 15
Song of Solomon 2:15. Take us the foxes—that spoil the vines— More literally, spoil the vineyards;—for our vineyards, &c. Foxes abound in Judaea, and are observed by a multitude of authors to love grapes, and to make great havoc in vineyards. Galen in his book Of Aliments, tells us, that the hunters in his country did not scruple to eat the flesh of foxes in autumn, when they were grown fat with feeding on grapes. While the vines were just putting forth the tender grape, it would be easy for the foxes to do most mischief, by gnawing the young buds. See the New Translation and Patrick. 

Verse 17
Song of Solomon 2:17. Until the day break, &c.— Until the day breathe, or, till the day blow fresh, for this is the literal meaning of the original. This is a local beauty; for in those hot countries the dawn of the day is attended with a fine refreshing breeze, which is exceedingly grateful. See Vatablus, and the New Translation. As in this verse, so in that preceding, the bride considers the bridegroom under the metaphor of a roe or young hart. Dr. Delaney is of opinion, that the rock which parted David from Saul was one of those mountains which Solomon here calls בתר הרי harei bather, the mountains of Bether, interpreted in the margin of our English Bibles the mountains of division: others have thought that Bather was a strong town in the country of Bithron, not far from Trachonitis; probably the same which Adrian besieged in the 17th year of his reign, and is named Badr by Abu-Giafar in his history of the Saracens. See Capellus and Le Clerc. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, We have here, 

1. The heavenly bridegroom describing his own excellence, and the beauty of his bride: I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys; all perfections center in him; his person adorned with that fulness of the spirit, which God without measure gave unto him; his humanity white as the lily, without spot of sin; blushing as the rose, when on the bloody tree he made the atonement; in the purity of his life, and in the sacrifice of his death, diffusing a fragrance well-pleasing, yea, most acceptable to God; and from which we derive all the sweetness of the great and precious promises which grow in the garden of God. As the lily among thorns, so it my love among the daughters; she resembles him, therefore is beloved by him; he sees in her his own image, and delights therein. Among the thorns of evil men, and a world lying in wickedness, does this lily grow, and as infinitely preferable to them as that sweet flower in look and smell exceeds the briars of the field. 

2. The spouse returns the commendations on her Beloved, and professes her joy in him, her dependance upon him, her solicitude to please him. 

(1.) She prefers him before all others. As the apple-tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among the sons; none of the sons of men on earth, none of the sons of the mighty in heaven, are to be compared with the Lord; when he stands forth in his transcendent beauty, they hide their diminished heads. 

(2.) She declares the delight that she had in his presence and company. I sat down under his shadow with great delight; Christ is the shadow of a great rock in a weary land; the sinful soul, scorched with the fire of wrath, flies thither, and finds a happy resting-place: under his shadow are pardon, peace, and joy, protection from danger, and possession of every desire of the soul. Blessed and happy are they who there take up their abode. And his fruit was sweet to my taste: they who by faith feed on Christ, will find the promises of his word, the gifts of his grace, and the manifestations of his love most delightful, sweeter than honey and the honey-comb. He brought me to the banqueting-house; led me thither by the hand of his grace, where the richest provision of every blessing that a miserable sinner can need, was provided; and his banner over me was love; love boundless and infinite contrived and executed the plan of man's salvation: love reared the banner of the Gospel, inviting lost souls to Jesus, the captain of their salvation; love sweetly, powerfully, engages them to list under his colours; love constrains, emboldens, enables them to fight under his standard, and be more than conquerors. Lord, over me display this banner of thy love! 

(3.) She professes the fervency of her love. Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples; for I am sick of love; overcome with the sense of the amazing grace of God in Jesus Christ; and, like the spirit of Jacob, fainting with joy at the glad tidings; or sick with the vehement desires, which nothing but a sense of Christ's presence and love could satisfy; and therefore desiring a manifestation of his favour, to revive the drooping soul, as wine restores the fainting spirits. 

(4.) She acknowledges the ready answer vouchsafed, to her request. His left hand is under my head, and his right hand doth embrace me; though for a while dejected, and destitute of spiritual delight, the praying soul shall certainly experience divine supports. 

(5.) She expresses her solicitude to preserve her communion with the Lord. I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, all the members of the church of Christ, by the roes, and by the hinds of the field, by every thing that is dear and desirable, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till he please, by any quarrels and unchristian disputes among yourselves, or by your sins provoking him to depart. We should be watchful against every thing that would cause him to arise and leave us. The way to keep our peace and comfort abiding is, to be careful and jealous over our own hearts. 

2nd, It should seem as if, notwithstanding the charge given, the Lord had been disturbed, and had withdrawn; but now returning in mercy the church with rapture hears his voice, and welcomes his approach. 

1. She triumphs in her Beloved. The voice of my beloved! how pleasing, how delightful, the well-known voice; the sound of which makes the heart leap for joy: behold, with wonder, his amazing grace, he cometh, leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills: thus the Old Testament church beheld him descending from the everlasting hills to be incarnate; thus the church of Christ and every true believer, now behold him hasting to their relief, when mountains of inbred sin seem to separate them from him; and thus all his devout followers are looking for him, when the second time he shall bow the heavens and come down, his voice awake the dead, and his saints be finally triumphant in glory. My beloved is like a roe, or a young hart; so amiable in himself, so swift to fly to the relief of his believing people: behold, he standeth behind our wall, he looketh forth at the windows, shewing himself through the lattice; so they beheld him before his incarnation, behind the wall of ceremonies, at the windows of his promises, and through the lattice of sacrifices, types, and figures: and we still see him through the glass of faith, but darkly when compared with what we hope for: the vail of flesh is between us; we get now and then a glimpse of him at the windows of his grace and promises, and through the lattice of his ordinances maintain some near communion with him; but we expect to see him shortly face to face, and to know no more those separations which the body of flesh now occasions. Hasten, Lord, that happy day. 

2. She relates the gracious invitation which her beloved had given her. My beloved spake and said unto me, with infinite condescension and tenderness, Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away; appellations expressive of the endearing affection of Jesus, whose love indeed passeth knowledge; and the call, Rise up, intimates the slumbering frame into which she had fallen, and the need that she had to be awakened. The argument which he uses to prevail with her, is the beauty of the returning spring, when, winter's lowering clouds blown over, the vernal sun decks in its gayest livery the earth with flowers, and every grove resounds with feathered songsters; the turtle cooes, the fig-tree buds, the grape shoots forth her tendrils, and all around breathes fragrance. This description may be applied, 

(1.) To the state of the sinner's soul, when Christ in the word of his gospel comes to awaken him from the sleep of spiritual death: frozen, dark, barren, and unprofitable is the natural heart, incapable of producing blossoms or fruits of holiness, till Christ the sun of righteousness arises with healing in his wings: by his mighty agency a glorious and universal change ensues; the soul is softened to sensibility; impregnated by his bright beams of love, it teems with life, the flowers of heavenly dispositions appear, the heart sings for joy in the good ways of God, and the fruits of grace bud forth to the glory of God. 

(2.) To the state of believers under temptations, when storms of inward corruption, or despondent thoughts, beat against their souls: but when the Lord comes to their relief, they bud and blossom as the rose, the tears are wiped from their eyes, the voice of joy is heard, they sing as the birds, and bring forth fruit abundantly. Hear then this hour, thou tossed with tempest, and not comforted, hear this sweet voice of Jesus reiterating the call, Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. 

3rdly, We have, 

1. The same gracious invitation continued: O my dove; to which creature the believer's soul may be compared; often timorous, through conscious weakness; beautiful in the feathers of silver, the graces of the Spirit; meek and inoffensive; chaste and faithful to Jesus as the turtle to her mate: In the clefts of the rock; fled to the shelter of a Saviour's side, opened by the spear, a small but sure retreat: In the secret places of the stairs; hid in Christ, and maintaining an intercourse with him which the world knoweth not of: or these expressions may intimate her guilty fears which led her to hide her head, and seek, like Adam in the garden, a covert from her conscious shame; from which retirement, therefore, Christ would draw her forth: Let me see thy countenance, be not afraid or ashamed to come with open face into the assembly of the saints, where Jesus manifests his presence; let me hear thy voice in prayer and praise; for sweet is thy voice; inharmonious as to us it may appear, and unworthy as we think ourselves to open our polluted lips before him, he graciously condescends well-pleased to accept our lispings; and thy countenance is comely; loathsome as we seem in our own eyes, and covering our faces with confusion in the dust, he wipes away the defilement, and, transforming us into his own image, delights in the beauties which he bestows. 

2. A charge is given to seize and remove what was hurtful to the vineyard. Take us the foxes; by foxes are meant false teachers, who with many fair speeches deceive the hearts of the unwary, and introduce errors, heresies, and schisms into the church; even the little foxes, which must be crushed in their nest; that spoil the vines; corrupting the faith, debauching the morals, and debating the discipline of the church: for our vines have tender grapes; young converts, whose tender years, or weak attainments, need an especial guard against the wiles of deceivers. Notes; Every corruption in the heart is a little fox, which would rob us of our comfort, and threatens to root up the vine of grace; we must watch over them therefore, and check the motions of evil in the birth. 

3. The church exults in her interest in her Lord. My beloved is mine; mine as the gift of God; the faithful bride-groom united in bonds of divine love; mine in possession and enjoyment, all his things are mine; his merit and grace are mine, the property of the faithful soul, and I am his, the creature of his hand, the purchase of his blood; renewed by his Spirit, by choice devoted to him, subservient to his will, zealous for his interest, and living in love and duty for him alone: he feedeth among the lilies, manifesting himself in the midst of his people, beautiful as the lilies; or, as a shepherd crowned with wreaths of this sweet flower; he watches over the flock of his pasture, and feeds them with his divine consolations. 

4. She expresses her expectation of his speedy coming: Until the day break and the shadows flee away; or, connected with the following clause, the words are a prayer for Christ's appearing, either incarnate to his Old Testament saints, or in the manifestation of his love to praying souls labouring under darkness and desertion, or in his glory at the great day of final consummation, when all the shadows of remaining ignorance, infirmity, affliction, will be for ever fled away, and one eternal day of light, joy, and blessedness unutterable, succeed: turn, my beloved, unto me, be thou like a roe, or a young hart upon the mountains of Bether, or of separation; swift as the bounding roe, fly to relieve me from the pains of absence, and let no mountains separate my soul from thee; come with the comforts of thy love below, or take me to the enjoyment of thy blessed Self above! Amen. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 2
Song of Solomon 3:2. I will rise now, &c.— I will rise now, and go about the city. In the streets and in the broad-ways will I seek him, &c. It might be rendered, in the passages and open avenues, or squares. New Translation. 

Verse 5
Song of Solomon 3:5. I charge you, &c.— Here ends the second eclogue. This day's eclogue contains the hope and calling of the church; Christ's care of her; the profession of her love, her faith and hope, together with her sight, and victory in temptation. The leaping upon the mountains, like a roe or young hart, expresses the readiness wherewith Christ comes to do the will of God, joyfully surmounting all difficulties and discouragements; gradually revealing himself, chap. Song of Solomon 2:8-9 and thus addressing himself to the church; "Awake, thou who art most dear unto me, and leave these dark representations of me; for now the time is past wherein ignorance, error, and wickedness overflowed the world as floods do the earth in the winter season. Those cloudy and uncomfortable days are over, wherein thou couldst see and enjoy but little of me, Song of Solomon 2:10-11. All tokens of a new world appear, and invite thee to come and partake of those joys which the nearer approaches of the Son of righteousness produce; who makes all manner of blessings spring up in such abundance, that it causes the heavenly host to sing for joy; and therefore cannot but fill all believers with thankful hymns to him; Song of Solomon 2:12 and for this especially, that their dead hopes are revived, and they receive the earnest and beginnings of that future bills, the expectation of which is our greatest comfort in this life, and the consummation of it our highest happiness in the next; and therefore I say again, Awake, &c." The church expresses her satisfaction in this invitation, and her strong desire for further and nearer communications with her lovely and beloved heavenly Bridegroom; and gives a caution to her companions, the ministers and preachers of the word, to use their earliest diligence to discover and confute the sophistry of deceivers, who craftily insinuate their false doctrines into weak and unwary souls, and thereby too often reduce those who are newly converted, or but infirm in the faith. The church then declares the mutual love between her and her Saviour; professing that she will have nothing to do with those seducing spirits, but adhere to him alone whose dwelling is not among the subtle and crafty, but with simple and candid souls, Song of Solomon 2:16.—"Only let him be pleased to vouchsafe his gracious presence with me, and to enlighten me more and more, till I have a full knowledge of his will, and the light thereof scatter all the shadows of the law. Let my beloved also make haste to succour and relieve me in all difficulties and distresses, and shew the same readiness for my preservation and increase in the divine life, which he did for my first salvation, Song of Solomon 3:7. For in the night of doubt and persecution I sought him; I sought him in holy books and among holy men, chap. Song of Solomon 3:1-2. But he was distant from me, and I could gain no intelligence of him. At length some of the ministers and instructors of his people gave such satisfaction to my inquiries, Song of Solomon 3:3 that my soul was soon blessed with his divine presence and the full communication of his love: in which I rejoiced, and in which I will rest with delight, Song of Solomon 3:4-5." 

Verse 6
Song of Solomon 3:6. Who is this that cometh, &c.— This is the beginning of the third day's eclogue. 

Verse 10
Song of Solomon 3:10. The bottom thereof of gold— The inside thereof of gold; the covering of it of purple; the middle thereof is wrought in needle-work by her whom he loveth best among the daughters of Jerusalem. Houbigant. 

Verse 11
Song of Solomon 3:11. With the crown, &c.— The original word עטרה atarah, is derived from the root, עטר atar, which signifies to encompass or surround; and is the same as is used to express a royal crown. 2 Samuel 12:30. 1 Chronicles 20:8. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, We have here, 

1. The church seeking her Lord. By night on my bed; either this refers to the Mosaic dispensation, when, comparatively, darkness covered the earth; or to the condition of too many believers in every age, who, through neglect of watchfulness, know some dark seasons when they lament after an absent Christ; or this signifies the dull and sluggish frame into which she had fallen through sloth and worldly ease, which had provoked the Saviour to withdraw; yet, whatever declensions had grown upon her, the could still say, I sought him whom my soul loveth; her love was grown comparatively cold, and with too much lukewarmness she continued to seek him: I sought him, but I found him not, as the punishment of her unfaithfulness, or because she used so little importunity in the pursuit, her prayers negligent, her attention in the ordinances distracted, and her ears dull of hearing. 

2. Perceiving her deadness and distance from him, in the power of divine grace she resolves more earnestly to seek his face. I will rise now from the bed of sloth, and without delay go about the city in the streets, and in the broad ways I will seek him whom my soul loveth; discouraged by no difficulties, and persevering notwithstanding repeated disappointments, diligent in the use of every appointed means, and in some of his holy ordinances hoping at last to meet him: I sought him, but I found him not; that melancholy strain is repeated, and paints the anguish of her disappointment: we must not, however, give over, if we do not meet in the way of duty with all the comfort that we expected, but patiently wait, and be found still in God's way. Therefore, 

3. She applies to the watchmen of the city, whom she met, for information; the ministers of the word, whose office and business it is to direct poor wandering souls to Jesus; they found me bewildered in my search, and as they appeared solicitous and able to direct my steps, I said, Saw ye him whom my soul loveth? no other description was necessary, the object of her longing regards was known to them. Note; (1.) They who are under soul distress, are bound to apply to the ministers of Christ, whose advice he will bless to their relief. (2.) A soul that knows the value of the Lord Jesus will never rest, seeking till it finds him. 

4. This was the blessed case of the distressed church. It was but a little that I passed from them: observing, probably, the directions they had given, though their answer is not mentioned; or when means and ministers all failed, Christ came to answer all her importunate desires; I found him whom my soul loveth: none ever were at last disappointed, who in patient perseverance sought his face; and the more difficulties we have encountered and conquered, the sweeter will the divine comfort be at last, when all the desires of our hearts shall be granted, and our souls filled with his love. 

5. Having found him, she resolved now to keep him, and never more to part from him. I held him in the arms of faith and love, and would not let him go: he seemed reluctant to stay, yet meant only to excite her importunity, and exercise her graces; until I had brought him into my mother's house, and into the chamber of her that conceived me: which may signify either that the soul who finds the Lord Jesus will make open profession of him in the visible church, which may be regarded as our common mother; or that she was determined to hold fast on Christ during all the trials of her militant state on earth, till he should bring her to that Jerusalem which is above, which is the mother of us all. 

6. She gives a solemn charge not to disturb her Lord. Those who have felt the pains of absence will be more peculiarly jealous, lest they should again provoke the Saviour to depart from them. I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love, till he please, neither speak nor move so as to offend him; but, watchfully observant of whatever would disturb or displease him, keep your hearts with all diligence. Note; They who would keep Christ when they have found him, must be careful how they walk, and solicitous to please him well in all things. 

7. The daughters of Jerusalem, on beholding this happy meeting of Christ and his church, break forth into an inquiry full of admiration. Who is this that cometh out of the wilderness; either the wilderness of corruption, in which the souls even of all the faithful once lay, unable to extricate themselves from the mazes of error and sin, till Christ arose to lead them in paths of everlasting peace; or the wilderness of desertion and affliction, such as was the case of the church just before, when Jesus was absent from her, and she lamented after him; but now having found him, what a change appears! no more weeping, mourning, afflicted, she lifts up her head with joy, and marches boldly on, like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankincense; as the smoke from the altar ascended in curling volumes, so do her burning affections rise up to God, and the lively exercise of her graces, through the nearness of Jesus, gives a favour of a sweet smell, acceptable and well-pleasing to God through Jesus Christ; with all the powders of the merchant; the Redeemer is the merchant, who from afar hath brought the sweet perfume; the graces we exercise, the services we offer, come not from ourselves, but him; to him therefore for ever be the praise. 

2nd, The church desires to turn the eyes of the daughters of Jerusalem from admiring her, to an object far more worthy of their regard, even to Solomon, the type of the divine Messiah, the chief of ten thousand. Three things she points out to them as worthy their highest admiration. 

1. His bed. Behold, his bed, his church, or the hearts of his faithful people, in which he takes up his rest for ever, which is Solomon's the prince of peace; threescore valiant men are about it, of the valiant of Israel; the ministers of the sanctuary, men strong in faith, and mighty in word and deed, who watch that nothing may disturb the peace of the church, or hurt her members. They all hold swords, being expert in war, the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; and know how to wield it in such a manner as to vanquish the powers of darkness: every man hath his sword upon his thigh; ready armed for every exigence, having the scriptures stored up in their memory, and able to apply them on every emergence, according to the circumstances of the case, because of fear in the night; when, in seasons of temptation or persecution, God's people are distressed and alarmed, they are prepared to stand by them and to encourage and comfort them. 

2. His chariot. King Solomon made himself a chariot of the wood of Lebanon; which may signify the human nature of Christ; or the ministration of the gospel, in which he appears in the riches of his grace, admired of all that believe, riding prosperously in triumphant majesty, attended by the acclamations of his faithful subjects; and his enemies, death, hell, and sin, bound as vanquished at his chariot-wheels. The wood of Lebanon denotes the perpetuity of the gospel word, and its fragrance the great and precious promises therein contained; the pillars of silver, the floor of gold, the covering of purple, may represent its purity, excellence, and stability; the midst thereof being paved with love, for the daughters of Jerusalem; God therein appears to be all love and mercy to poor and perishing sinners, and he is pleased to take up the yielding faithful soul to sit with him, to behold and partake of his glory. 

3. The royal diadem on his head. Go forth, O ye daughters of Zion, converted souls, who are called out of themselves to Christ, and behold king Solomon with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him in the day of his espousals; either the day when ascending to the skies Jesus was crowned king of glory, and all power in heaven and earth given unto him; or the day when the soul of the sinner, called by the Divine word and Spirit into the fellowship of the gospel, yields to be saved by grace, and beholds Jesus, the heavenly bridegroom, with open arms ready to receive her, owns how worthy he is, who hath borne the cross, to wear the crown, and with delight embraces the gospel-covenant, in which the Saviour betrothes us to himself in mercy and loving-kindness; and this time is a time of love, and gladness of his heart; then Jesus beholds in us the travail of his soul, and we can say, My spirit rejoiceth in God my Saviour. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
Song of Solomon 4:1. Thy hair is as a flock, &c.— Thy hair is fine as that of a flock of goats, which come up sleek from mount Gilead. Bochart refers the comparison to the hair of the eastern goats, which is of the most delicate silky softness. Le Clerc observes, that the hair of the goats in Palestine is generally of a black colour, or of a very dark brown. Michaelis thinks the interpretation of this difficult place to be, Thy hair is like a flock of ascending goats, which is seen from mount Gilead; supposing the point of comparison chiefly to turn on the head's being covered with fine flowing locks, as mount Gilead was with the shaggy herd, reaching in an extended line from its foot to its summit. Houbigant renders it, that hang from mount Gilead: pendent; as Virgil, dumosa pendere procul de rupe. See the New Translation. 

Verse 2
Song of Solomon 4:2. Whereof every one bear twins— Which are all of them twins, and none hath lost its fellow. New Translation. 

Verse 3
Song of Solomon 4:3. Thy lips are like a thread of scarlet— Thy lips are like a braid of scarlet, &c. Thy temples are like a piece of pomegranate—like the section of a pomegranate, &c. See New Translation, and Bishop Lowth's Prelections. 

Verse 4
Song of Solomon 4:4. Thy neck is like the tower of David— Thy neck is like the tower of David, built upon an eminence. This tower of David was probably remarkable for the elegance and nice proportion of its structure. This is Houbigant's interpretation. But some render the clause, built with battlements, or running up into spires. See Michaelis and the New Translation. 

Verse 6
Song of Solomon 4:6. Mountain of Myrrh, &c.— Myrrh and frankincense were among the most valuable perfumes of the East: the bridegroom therefore concludes his encomium on the bride's person, by comparing her to an entire heap of those precious essences, and observing that she is completely fair and excellent. In this day's eclogue, the church, says our English Bible, glorieth in Christ, and Christ setteth forth the graces of the church. The beauty, the glory, the happiness of Solomon, are but figures of that heavenly bridegroom, and that heavenly host, who secure the church in her enjoyments, and take care of her continual safety, Song of Solomon 4:7-8. Nor can any representations, however elegant, sufficiently express the love of God, and the riches of his grace, in the great and precious promises, far dearer to all believers than thousands of gold and silver; which the gospel calls us not only to behold, but to enjoy, Song of Solomon 4:10 and in the view of which, faithful hearts cannot fail to admire and extol the surpassing glory of that great king, who shall appear clothed with glory, honour, and joy, on that happy day, when he shall publicly own the church of his faithful followers, and give her the highest testimony of his love; (See Revelation 19:6-9.) even that mystical body of Christ, whose virgin modesty, chap. Song of Solomon 4:1 whose pure and amiable discourse, including the candour, excellence, and instruction, of her ministers and teachers; and, in one word, whose admirable perfection of beauty has already so engaged his heart. See Song of Solomon 4:7 and Ephesians 5:27. 

Verse 8
Song of Solomon 4:8. Come, &c.— Here begins the fourth day's eclogue, in which the bridegroom professes himself the bride's protector, &c. Song of Solomon 4:8, &c. In the first place, he gives the bride to understand that she is now under the cover of his protection, and is to apply to him only for relief under all dangers and difficulties. This, according to the Eastern manner, he does in the way of parable or figure; supposing her placed on the tops of mountains infested by wild beasts, whence he invites her to himself, as to a place of safety, and gives her to understand, that, now he is her guardian, she may look down in security amidst any dangers of which she was apprehensive, Song of Solomon 4:8. He then publicly declares, that she is a garden secured from intruders—an inaccessible spring, whose waters are unpolluted—an unsullied fountain under the sanction of an unbroken seal. And, having here compared her to a garden, he pursues the figure, and supposes all the finest and most precious vegetable productions to enrich and embellish it, Song of Solomon 4:13-15. She, catching up the metaphor, wishes that this garden, for which he has expressed so much fondness, might be so breathed on by the kindly gales, as to produce whatever might contribute to his delight, Song of Solomon 4:16. The bridegroom returns the encomium, chap. Song of Solomon 5:1 and professes that his wish is completely accomplished; and, still keeping up the metaphor, he invites his friends to rejoice with him. See New Translation. 

Come with me from Lebanon, &c.— Come to me from Lebanon, &c. look down securely from the top. The summits of the mountains here mentioned were inhabited by wild beasts. Judaea was especially infested by lions. Lebanon, Amana, Shenir, and Hermon, were all of them places where some dangers were to be apprehended; and it is a usual beauty in poetry, to represent a general idea by particulars which largely partake of it, as here dangers by dangerous places. See New Translation, Michaelis, and Bishop Pococke's description of the East, p. 122. 136. 

Verse 11
Song of Solomon 4:11. Thy lips—drop as the honey-comb— Expressing her sweet, her divine, words; a metaphor common with the Greek as well as the Oriental writers. See Theocritus's 20th Idyllium. 

The smell of thy garments— In the East, where perfumes are exceedingly common, the garments on nuptial occasions were remarkably perfumed. See Psalms 45 which uses the same figure, and is, like to this, a beautiful epithalamium on the marriage of Christ and his church. Lebanon abounded with various odoriferous trees, from which the finest gums were extracted, particularly frankincense; whence some derive the name of Lebanon from לבונה lebonah, frankincense. See Chambers's Dictionary, and the New Translation. 

Verse 12
Song of Solomon 4:12. A garden inclosed, &c.— See the note on Song of Solomon 4:8. 

Verse 13
Song of Solomon 4:13. Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates— Thy predications are a paradise of pomegranates, with delicious fruits, cypress, and spikenard. The bridegroom, having in a former sentence called the bride an inclosed garden, here carries on the metaphor, and compares her virtues and accomplishments to all the choicest productions of an Eastern orchard, or of a paradise. Delicious fruits, is in the Hebrew, literally, Fruits of sweetness. See Le Clerc, and the New Translation. 

Verse 14
Song of Solomon 4:14. Calamus, &c.— Sweet cane, and cinnamon, with all kinds of trees of incense, myrrh, and cedar-oil, &c. 

Verse 15
Song of Solomon 4:15. A fountain of gardens, &c.— Houbigant reads it, A living fountain, a fountain of living waters, flowing as it were from Lebanon. 

Verse 16
Song of Solomon 4:16. Awake, O north wind— The bride here takes up the metaphor, and wishes that she could produce any thing to invite or please him. The author of the Observations, remarking that the south wind is extremely hot and troublesome in Palestine, gives a very different interpretation of this text from the usual one. None, I presume, says he, will deny, that the first word may signify awake or arise; all the hesitation, therefore, must be about the second, And come, thou south, which, I suppose, really signifies, Enter into thy repositories. That יצא jatza, and בוא boa, with their derivatives, are directly opposed to each other, we may learn from 2 Samuel 3:25. יצא Jatza is frequently applied to the causing the wind to blow, Psalms 135:7. Jeremiah 10:13 and Jeremiah 51:16. Consequently the verb בוא boa, should signify the direct contrary; that is, its ceasing to blow, or its entering into its repository; just as יצא jatza is used to express the rising of the sun, its coming out of its chamber, Psalms 19 and בוא boa its setting, or entering into it, Deuteronomy 11:30. Joshua 1:4.; and so the true explanation of the words will be, "Arise, O north wind, (and retire, thou south,) blow upon my garden; let the spices thereof flow forth; that my beloved may come into his garden, invited by the coolness and fragrancy of the air, and may eat his pleasant fruits." Observations, p. 41. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, We have here, 

1. The description of the church's beauty, and that of every gracious soul which bears the Divine image: however despicable they appear in the eyes of men, or in their own, Christ regards them with delight and love; in his eyes they are fair; his love, loving him and beloved by him; and all the marks of beauty center in them; since they are found in him, and that he is, is theirs, and his grace makes them what he describes them. 

The images here used are taken from the human form, and the beauties of the body are transferred to the hidden man of the heart. 

The eyes of doves within the locks represent the modesty and humility, the sweetness and inoffensiveness of the genuine believer. 

The hair compared to that of a flock of goats, that appear from mount Gilead, may signify the multitude of converts in the church; or the beauty of their outward walk or conversation, visible to all as the hair flowing in ringlets on the shoulders, or a flock of goats feeding on a distant precipice. 

The teeth, even as a flock of sheep new shorn, white as their fleeces when come up from washing, may denote ministers in particular, who prepare the food for the infant converts, and in the purity of their lives adorn the doctrine which they profess, and, blest with success in their ministry, see numerous souls begotten in the gospel by their word, and none are barren among them; whatever superior gifts some may possess, or more abundant fruit may crown their labours, all who preach the truth are sure to see some fruit thereof. This may be applied also to believers in general, who feed upon the word of truth, are washed in the laver of regeneration, ascend upwards in their affections, and are fruitful in all good works. 

The lips like a thread of scarlet may be considered as a mark of that florid health, and flourishing state of grace, in which the soul abides; or as the following words may explain them: Thy speech is comely, before men, in all gracious conversation, while the hearers delighted hang upon the speaker's lips; or before God, in prayer and praise, offered through the blood of Jesus, and therefore most pleasing and acceptable. 

The temples like a piece of pomegranate within the locks, the colour of the fruit of which being red, may be applied to the conscious blush, with which a sense of his own unworthiness, in the presence of his Lord, covers the believer, and heightens his beauty. 

The neck compared to a tower, built for an armoury, filled with the shields of the mighty, may represent the ministers of the sanctuary, who are next to Christ the head, and furnish believers with the spiritual weapons of their warfare: or it may be referred to the saints in general, who are each a strong tower filled with Divine artillery. 

The breasts like two young roes that are twins, may be applied to the ministers, who give the sincere milk of the word; or, under the Christian dispensation, to the Old and New Testaments, those fountains of consolation. 

2. The heavenly bridegroom retires for a while to wait till his beauteous bride hath made herself ready. Till the day of eternity break, and the shadows of mortality flee away, I will get me to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frankincense; to the heavenly hill, whither the smoke of prayer and praise continually ascends, and whither the glorified Saviour is gone till the time of consummation. 

3. Wherever he is, on earth or in heaven, he has the same regard for his spouse the church, and for every individual faithful soul. Thou art all fair, my love, there is no spot in thee; he sees none, his blood hath washed out every stain, and his Spirit fashions her throughout anew, so that she appears in perfect beauty, without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, Ephesians 5:27; Ephesians 5:33. 

2nd, Christ delights in his church, and wishes for her company at all times: Therefore, 

1. He invites her to come with him, and adds the most endearing name to engage her to follow him, My spouse, that nearest, dearest relation; and which should, both from love and duty, constrain her to cleave to him; come with me from Lebanon, or thou shalt come with me; it is a gracious call to do so, or a gracious promise of being enabled for that which Jesus doth enjoin: Lebanon may signify Jerusalem, adorned with the wood of Lebanon, but become a den of thieves and murderers, out of which he calls his people to depart; or, as Lebanon was a goodly mountain, it may be a command to quit the joys of sense, and earth's vain pleasures and pursuits, to taste the purer delights which flow from a sense of his love: look from the top of Amana, from the top of Shenir and Hermon, from the lions' dens, from the mountains of the leopards, which frequented those places: and such is this world, full of wicked men, fierce and cruel in their tempers as lions, spotted with sin as the leopard's skin, crafty, and lying in wait to destroy like these devouring animals: From such to depart, therefore, is but to consult our own safety; and to leave the ways of a world lying in wickedness, for communion with the Lord of life and glory, must be an exchange unspeakably to our own comfort. 

2. Christ expresses his delight in his spouse, whom he honours also with another title, My Sister; for he is by his incarnation flesh of our flesh, and by adoption we are brought into that family, where he is the first-born of many brethren; thou hast ravished my heart, or, thou hast wounded my heart; intimating the strength of his affection to her; it drew him down from his throne in glory, and made him humble himself to death, and even shed his blood on a cross for her sake; behold how he loved her! Thou hast ravished my heart with one of thine eyes, or one glance; for no sooner does the eye of faith look to him, but his arms of love are reached forth to embrace the soul; with one chain of thy neck, the pearls of divine grace, which adorn the temper and conversation of the saints, make them amiable in the eyes of their divine Lord; and this he with transport professes: How fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse! love to Jesus is the most grateful and pleasing oblation: He asks our hearts; and nothing but this inward genuine affection is in his sight of any price: how much better is thy love than wine! more cheering than wine to the weary, or more acceptable than all the drink-offerings which were poured forth at his altar; and the smell of thine ointments than all spices! the graces of the Spirit in her breathed a sweeter perfume than the spices which ascended in smoke from the golden altar of incense. Thy lips, O my spouse, drop as the honey-comb; the sweetest words of humble prayer and praise, of warm professions of love and duty; or communicating to all around that good conversation which ministers grace to the healers: honey and milk are under thy tongue; the doctrines of the gospel, so pleasant and so refreshing to the soul, of which the pious delight to speak, for their own and others' edification and comfort; and the smell of thy garments is like the smell of Lebanon; the garments of that holy profession which they make, and adorn with every good word and work, and which render them amiable in the eyes of God, and respected before men. 

3. He compares her to a garden inclosed; separated from the world without, and set apart for himself; small, compared with the vast country around it; fenced from all intruders by Almighty love and power; planted with every choice seed of grace, and bringing forth fruit for every faithful soul unto eternal life: a spring shut up, a fountain sealed: such are the souls of the faithful, sealed of Christ for his own, and shut up to be no more polluted by sin. Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, &c. the garden of the church is full of trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord; bearing all the richest fruits of grace, perfuming the place of their abode by their good conversation, most excellent and valuable in themselves, esteemed of Christ, and mutual comforts to each other. 

3rdly, We have the reply of the church on hearing herself thus commended, ascribing to her Lord the praise of all. 

1. He is to her a fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and streams from Lebanon; or, O fountain of gardens, &c. as the words may be rendered, and immediately addressed to him. Christ is the glorious fountain-head, whence all our waters of grace and consolation flow; the author of all our fruitfulness, and the source of every blessing in time and in eternity; whatever we have we receive from him, and every gracious soul will ascribe the whole to him. 

2. She prays for the influences of his blessed Spirit, that her garden may flourish, and, breathing fragrance, invite Christ's pleasing visits thither, and afford him satisfaction. Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my garden: by these winds may be signified the operations of the Spirit, in his word, providences, and ordinances, suited to the case and necessities of the soul, as may most effectually conduce to its strength, comfort, and fruitfulness: sometimes the north wind of adversity is needful; and always the south wind of divine manifestations, to warm the heart, or to quicken it from its coldness, and to draw forth the graces into lively exercise, that the spices thereof may flow out in warm affections towards God and man, in zeal for his glory, in exemplary diligence to adorn our profession, and, in short, in every good word and work: let my beloved come into his garden, then, when thus breathing fragrance, let him visit our souls with a full sense of his presence and love; for we are his garden, purchased by his blood, sanctified by his grace, and by choice devoted to him; let him come and eat his pleasant fruits: whatever fruits of holiness we bear, it is by virtue of our union with him, who is the living root: he is the great author of all good in us, and takes delight in the works of his own hand; and this especially is what the believer longs for, that he may find gracious acceptance and favour with his divine Lord. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
Song of Solomon 5:1. I have eaten my honey-comb, &c.— Taylor, in his Concordance, interprets this passage, I have eaten my pure wood honey with the honey of the pan; explaining wood honey to be that which in hot weather bursts the comb, and runs down the hollow trees or rocks, where, in Judaea, the bees made great store of honey. This interpretation has some considerable authorities in its favour: yet our rendering is supported by 1 Samuel 14:27 and דבשׁ debash, is evidently the honey of bees in Judges 14:8; Judges 9:18. The verbs in this verse should be read throughout in the present tense; and the last clause might be rendered, Yea, drink abundantly of our loves. This invitation is only metaphorical, the bridegroom calling upon his friends to come and feast upon the sight of their mutual happiness. Christ, in this day's eclogue, to use the words of our English bible, sheweth his love to the church, who prayeth to be made fit for his presence, Song of Solomon 5:16 while he awakeneth the church with his calling. The 8th verse of the preceding chapter contains Christ's assurance of protection to his church from the rage and cruelty of persecutors, while, to encourage the church's confidence, he expresses strongly the satisfaction he has in the unity and graces of her members, Song of Solomon 5:9-10 in the excellence and purity of her doctrines, Song of Solomon 5:11 and, in short, in that divine composition of graces, which is visible in the church, and which makes her members acceptable to God, and useful to men, Song of Solomon 5:12-14.;—virtues and graces which are preserved in life and vigour by that heavenly doctrine which flows from Him as plentifully and as perpetually as waters do from the springs of Mount Lebanon, Song of Solomon 5:15. On this declaration of his love, the church earnestly intreats to be made worthy of it; praying that the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and his manifold gifts, may not be wanting to her, but breathe perpetually upon her, as the cooling winds do upon a pleasant garden; thus rendering her a paradise indeed, not only enabling her to fill the world with the sweet odour of the knowledge of Christ, but giving her boldness to invite Him, the beloved of her soul, to come and reap the delightful fruits of his own care and labour, Song of Solomon 5:16. We are promised that no petitions for the Divine Spirit sent up from believing hearts, shall be rejected. Christ therefore replies with much complacence to his spouse, chap. Song of Solomon 5:1.—"I am well pleased to see the fruitfulness of my garden, and therefore have not denied thy request; but am present in it, and have brought it to such perfection, that it hath produced many excellent persons, more precious than myrrh and all the spices before-named, with whose services I am not only well pleased, but I rejoice in the purity of their doctrine, and of their lives; inviting all who bear any love to me, both in heaven and earth, to rejoice and be exceedingly glad with me." See Luke 15:7-10. 

Verse 2
Song of Solomon 5:2. I sleep, but my heart waketh— The fifth day's eclogue commences here; and contains a solemn declaration from the bridegroom, that he prefers his spouse to all others, chap. Song of Solomon 6:9. The word תמתי tammathi, rendered my undefiled, signifies completely accomplished; one consummately possessed of all endowments both of body and mind. New Translation. 

Verse 4
Song of Solomon 5:4. Put in his hand by the hole of the door— Through the opening of the door. 

Verse 6
Song of Solomon 5:6. My soul failed when he spake— My soul failed at the remembrance of his words. New Translation. 

Verse 7
Song of Solomon 5:7. The watchmen that went about the city— The watchmen that go about the city, found me; they smote me, they hurt me: the keepers of the walls plucked my veil off me. 

Verse 8
Song of Solomon 5:8. I charge you, O daughters, &c.— I charge you, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find my beloved—What should you tell him, but that I am sick of love? Thus we have at beautiful aposiopesis, which is lost in the common translation. Houbigant gives part of these words to the virgins, thus; What should we tell him? SPOUSE. That I am sick of love. 

Verse 10
Song of Solomon 5:10. My beloved is white and ruddy— Fair and bright. Bochart. The chiefest among ten thousand. Pitts, in his account of his return from Mecca, thus describes those lights by which they travel in the night in the desert, and which are carried on the tops of high poles, to direct their march: "They are somewhat like iron stoves, into which they put short dry wood, with which some of the camels are loaded: It is carried in great sacks, which have a hole near the bottom, where the servants take it out, as they see the fires need a recruit. Every cottor hath one of these poles belonging to it, some of which have ten, some twelve of these lights on their tops, more or less; and they are likewise of different figures, as well as numbers; one perhaps oval, or like a gate; another triangular, or like an N, or M, &c. so that every one knows by them his respective cottor. They are carried in the front, and set up in the place where the caravan is to pitch, before that comes up, at some distance from each other. They are also carried by day, not lighted; but yet by the figure and number of them the Hagges are directed to what cottor they belong, as soldiers are by their colours where to rendezvous: and without such directions it would be impossible to avoid confusion in such a vast number of people." This account may tend to throw some light upon the present passage. The spouse says, My beloved is white and ruddy; the chiefest among ten thousand; or, as the margin of our English Bibles has it, a standard-bearer among ten thousand. All the ground for making these words synonymous, is, I presume, the supposing the standard-bearer to be the chiefest of the company; which by no means appears to be true: it is not so among the modern people of the East, any more than among us. I will not however press this, since what is meant is, One before whom a standard is borne; which is a mark of dignity in the East, as well as in the West; and which the word must signify, if any thing of this sort, any dignity be meant, since דגול dagul, is a passive, not an active participle in the Hebrew; that is to say, the word does not signify "one who lifts up a banner," but "one whom the listing up of the banner some way respects or concerns." It is not, however, so natural upon the whole to understand this passage of one before whom an ensign of dignity was borne, because the original word is most probably to be understood of a portable beacon, which is necessary to travellers in the night, but not, as far as I know, ever considered as a mark of dignity, on the one hand; whilst, on the other, a very easy sense may be put on the word, if it be understood of one of those eastern flambeaux; for in that view the participle paul of the verb will signify enlightened, and consequently dazzling, glittering, or something of that kind; and so the meaning of the spouse will appear to have probably been, (the words being now considered in their literal sense,) that her bridegroom was dazzling beyond ten thousand, or was dazzling like a person surrounded with ten thousand lights. It may not be unsuitable to add, that those places which speak of the standards of the tribes, and this which I am now endeavouring to illustrate, are all the passages in which the Hebrew word דגל dagal, occurs; excepting Psalms 20:5 and chap. Song of Solomon 2:4. The word beacon occurs indeed in another place in our version; Isaiah 30:17.; but it is not there, in the original, that word which I am supposing to signify a portable beacon, but another; which may possibly incline the learned reader not to admit that sense which I have affixed to this passage, and which I have been illustrating, as unwilling to suppose that there are two words in so limited a language to signify a beacon: It ought, however, to be remembered, that though our version renders תרן toren, a beacon, it properly signifies no more than a sign, whatever that sign might be; whether the raising of a spear, or displaying a flag, or any thing else. See Observations, p. 227, &c. 

Verse 11
Song of Solomon 5:11. His head is as the most fine gold— A metaphorical expression, to denote consummate excellence in beauty. 

Verse 12
Song of Solomon 5:12. And fitly set— Sitting at the full streams. The literal meaning is, "His eyes are sparkling and yet mild, like those of milk-white doves, when they are delighted as they sit by the water-side." See Patrick, Bochart, &c. 

Verse 13
Song of Solomon 5:13. His cheeks are as a bed of spices, &c.— His cheeks are as a bed of spices, sweetly budding forth. Bishop Patrick supposes that the word translated lilies, alludes to a sort of lilies of a deep rich red colour, and particularly to that called by Pliny, rubens lilium, which he tells us was much esteemed in Syria. The expression of lilies dropping sweet-smelling or precious myrrh, denotes the sweetness of his conversation; and it is supposed by Sir Thomas Brown to refer to the roscid and honey drops observable in the flowers of Martagon, and inverted-flowered lilies: it is probably the standing sweet dew on the white eyes of the crown imperial, now common among us, which is here figuratively used. See his Observations, and the New Translation. 

Verse 14
Song of Solomon 5:14. His hands are as gold rings— His hands are as gold finely turned, beset with a chrysolite. New Translation. Michaelis renders it, His hands are golden cylinders, set with chrysolites. The chrysolite is of a gold colour. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, Swift are the returns of prayer; the request is no sooner asked than granted: Lo! Christ is here. I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse; he admits the garden to be his own, and willingly visits the soul that by faith waits for his coming; I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; all the produce is his own, and he delights in the gifts and graces that he hath bestowed; I have eaten my honey-comb with my honey; the doctrines of his gospel, in the faithful dispensation of which he delights; I have drunk my wine with my milk; sitting at the table of his grace, and partaking of the banquet which his spouse, like Esther, hath provided; yet she can give him only of his own: nor doth he partake alone of the provision, but welcomes and invites all his friends, the faithful members of his church, to come and sup with him: eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved; in the gospel there is grace abounding; and whosoever will may come and feast upon the wine and milk, the great and precious promises contained in the word of God, without money and without price. 

2nd, After the sweet communion which had passed between Christ and his church, we have a sad account of the interruption which arose from her security and slothful Spirit: negligent of her mercies, she is punished by having them withdrawn. 

1. Sleep froze upon her. I sleep; alas! unfaithfulness brought on a decay of grace; and, through the prevalence of corruption, her heart grew cold and careless in too great a degree: yet there was still a strong desire after the Bridegroom; my heart waketh: though temptation prevailed, there was still a struggle. 

2. Christ will not leave the soul in a backsliding state without warning. It is the voice of my beloved that knocketh: he is still beloved in some measure; and his voice, though indistinctly heard, is known: he knocks at the door of the heart, by the calls of his word, the convictions of his Spirit, and the alarms of his providences; and he pleads hard for admittance, with every endearing appellation: Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled; nothing can engage our hearts, if his love doth not: this he pleads as the most constraining argument; and adds what he has suffered on her account: My head is filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of the night, particularly of that fatal night when he agonized in the garden, and when his head was crowned with thorns, and covered with clotted gore. How stupid must be the heart which remains unaffected by such amazing grace! how grievous to requite such dying love with coldness and neglect! 

3. With frivolous excuses she wants to cover her sinful slothfulness; as a person undressed and in bed, whose feet are washed, fears to dirty them, and hates to be disturbed, so she cared not to expose herself to any inconveniences for his sake, and rather chose to sleep on still and take her rest. Note; (1.) They who want to turn away from Christ, have always some pretext for their conduct. (2.) When we have once given way to corruption, and grown negligent in the path of duty, we shall find the difficulties of returning to it exceedingly great. 

4. Christ by his power and grace overcomes our corruption, when we return to him in prayer and faith. My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door, to unbar it, and open himself a passage to her heart; and this effectually wrought upon her: for, 

5. My bowels were moved for him; gracious relentings, and a sense of base ingratitude, began to work; love kindled afresh in her heart, and fire could no longer contain. I rose up to open to my beloved, shook off dull sloth, and ran to meet him, and my hands dropped with myrrh, and my fingers with sweet-smelling myrrh, upon the handles of the lock, with tears of bitter and penitential sorrow for her unfaithfulness, which were to Christ a favour of a sweet smell; or when she put her hands on the lock, she found the sweet favour of his grace; for those who draw near to Christ will, by blessed experience, ever taste how good the Lord is. 

6. To her bitter disappointment, when she expected to meet her beloved, he was withdrawn in displeasure at her slothfulness. I opened to my beloved to give him a welcome reception; but my beloved had withdrawn himself, and was gone, and left her to mourn her folly and negligence; or departed, to prove her sincerity and earnestness in searching after him; and with grief and eagerness she cries, He is gone, he is gone: my soul failed when he spake: either at his parting in displeasure, or at the kind language that he used, which served to upbraid her base ingratitude. Note; (1.) When we have been faithless, no wonder if, even after our return, the Lord punish us by leaving us comfortless for a time. (2.) A soul, that hath ever tasted the sweetness of communion with Jesus, must be hardened indeed by unfaithfulness, if she do not grieve at his absence. (3.) It is a gracious symptom of some remaining grace, when the heart possesses tender sensibility, and feels the evil and ingratitude of its departures from God. 

7. She sets herself to seek him, but meets with sad discouragement. I sought him, in the ordinances of his service, and the courts of his house, but I could not find him: I called him aloud, in fervent prayer, but he gave me no answer, no sensible tokens of his regard. Nay, she was not only forsaken, but abused, while through the city she inquired as before after her beloved; the watchmen that went about the city found me, they smote me, they wounded me: which may refer to the true ministers of God, who sometimes are too severe in their upbraidings, and harsh in their censures, and with the terrors of the law wound those who need the healing of the gospel. Or rather false teachers are intended, who persecute and afflict the true members of Christ, and with pernicious errors and heretics rend the peace of the church. The keepers of the walls took away my veil from me: they, who by office and profession should have been her comforters, expose her to shame, and do her the greatest injury; enemies often both to the doctrines and practice of true godliness, and most effectually undermining the interests of the church, which they pretend to serve. The treacherous watchmen of Zion have ever done her greater injuries than her most avowed enemies. 

8. She earnestly beseeches the daughters of Jerusalem to befriend her. I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, or adjure you: charges them on oath, which intimates her own eagerness and fervent affection; if ye find my beloved, that ye tell him that I am sick of love. The absence of Jesus is insupportable to truly penitent souls; and as the fainting hart thirsteth for the water-brooks, so eager are their longings after him their Saviour. 

3rdly, In answer to the charge given, 

1. The daughters of Jerusalem inquire after the description of the person whom the church so earnestly sought. What is thy beloved more than another beloved, O thou fairest among women? Such is the title they give her, and most deserving of it she appears; for no beauty is like the beauty of holiness, wherein the saints are arrayed; and the image of Jesus, stamped on all his living members, makes them glorious in the eyes of God and all good men. What is thy beloved more than another beloved, that thou dost so charge us? which some take as a slighting question, as if he, whom she seemed so distressed about, was scarcely worthy such concern; and then these daughters of Jerusalem must be the formal professors, who are strangers to the warmth of a zealous heart; and, having never known the excellencies of the Lord Jesus themselves, wonder at, or deride, the eagerness and solicitude which others shew in seeking him. But it may also be the serious inquiry of young converts, desiring themselves to be more acquainted with Christ, his person, and offices, that they might know him better, and love him with more enlarged affection. 

2. She launches out into a description of his excellencies, in images borrowed from the human form. My beloved is white and ruddy, the lily and rose unite in him; not so much respecting his human form while he abode upon earth in the flesh; but, as God incarnate, to save sinners he was full of grace and truth, fairer than the children of men, in the unsullied purity of the human nature, and infinitely exalted above them in the glory of the divine: the chiefest among ten thousand, nor earth beneath, nor heaven above, affords his fellow, neither angels nor men are to be compared with him; or a standard-bearer over ten thousand, under his banners his faithful people are collected, ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, and he exalted above them all, as an ensign on a hill. His head is as the most fine gold, which may refer to his divine nature, which gave value to all the sufferings of the humanity; or may signify his sovereign dominion and authority over his church, and the powerful influences that each member derives from him their glorious head: his locks are bushy, and black as a raven; the faithful, who spring from him, are thus numerous and beautiful; or it expresses his eternal youth, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. His eyes are as the eyes of doves, sharp-sighted, yea, all-seeing, withal full of gentleness and love, looking with tenderest sympathy on his poor afflicted people; by the rivers of waters, washed with milk, and fitly set, appearing in their greatest beauty: his cheeks are as a bed of spices, as sweet flowers, when manifesting his presence in the midst of his people, and shedding abroad his love in their hearts, they enjoy delightful communion with him, and rejoice in the light of his countenance: his lips are like lilies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh, pure are all his words, precious all his promises, inestimably fragrant the doctrines of his grace, which speak pardon, righteousness, and salvation to the souls of believers. His hands are as gold rings set with the beryl, all the works of his hands in providence and grace are exquisite, and to be admired: or his hands are full of the gifts of his munificence, the graces and consolations of his Spirit, which he liberally dispenses to all believers, whom, as a king, he is pleased to honour: his belly is, or his bowels are, as bright ivory overlaid with sapphires, which some understand of the human nature of Christ, as exalted by its union with the divine; others of that tenderness and pity, which lead him to yearn over the distresses of his saints. His legs are as pillars of marble, set upon sockets of fine gold; he is Almighty, to sustain the weight of the sins of a world, which are laid upon him; and of the government of his church and kingdom; and also to trample under foot all his enemies and theirs. His countenance is as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars; majestic, exalted higher than the kings of the earth. His mouth is most sweet, or sweetnesses; the very essence of delight, when speaking in his gospel the great and precious promises, the most reviving news that ever greeted sinners' ears; or when sealing with the kisses of his love our pardon and peace. Yea, he is altogether lovely; description cannot paint his excellence; when fancy hath lavished all her stores, and imagination collected every beauty that the creatures ever yet possessed, the half of his glory is not told us. 

3. She concludes with triumphant exultation in her beloved. This is my beloved; I love him; no wonder, since his beauty is so transcendant; and this is my friend, on whom I have placed all my dependence, whose kindness ten thousand times I have proved: know him therefore, love him, seek him, O daughters of Jerusalem. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1
Song of Solomon 6:1. Whither is thy beloved gone— This is the address of the virgins to the spouse; and, in the Vulgate, LXX, &c. is included in the former chapter. 

Verse 4
Song of Solomon 6:4. Thou art beautiful—as Tirzah— Tirzah was a beautiful situation in the tribe of Ephraim chosen by Jeroboam for his place of residence till he removed to Samaria. Its etymology in the Hebrew signifies a delightful city. Comely or graceful as Jerusalem, alludes to the known estimation in which Jerusalem stood. The Psalmist and Jeremiah call it, the perfection of beauty. Psalms 50:2. Lamentations 2:15. Terrible as an army with banners, might be rendered, dazzling as bannered hosts. This passage is finely illustrated by a modern poet: 

Awfully gay, as glitt'ring hosts appear, Majestically sweet, and amiably severe. 

See the New Translation. 

Verse 5
Song of Solomon 6:5. Thy hair is a flock of goats— See on chap. Song of Solomon 4:1 and the Explication des Textes Difficiles, p. 323. 

Verse 9
Song of Solomon 6:9. My dove, my undefiled, &c.— The author of the new version renders it thus, But, my dove, my undefiled is but one, (that is to say, stands alone in my affections;) she is dear to me as an only child to her mother; as her darling to her that bare her. The maidens saw her, and blessed her, &c. and thus they praised her:10. Who is she, &c.? 

Verse 10
Song of Solomon 6:10. Who is she that looketh forth— Who is she that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon, bright as the sun, dazzling as all the starry hosts? The gradation of images so naturally leads to the interpretation here given, that it seems impossible that the passage could have had any other meaning. A little attention to the original will abundantly shew the propriety of the meaning here assigned. See the New Translation, and Robertson's Thesaurus, p. 860, &c.—Here ends the firth day's eclogue; wherein the church, having a taste of Christ's love, is sick of love, and gives a description of him by his graces. She professes her faith in him; and he in return sets forth the graces of the church in terms nearly similar to those made use of in the fourth chapter. It is generally thought by spiritual interpreters, that the description given, chap. Song of Solomon 5:2-7, refers to that spiritual dulness which sometimes creeps upon too many believers. "Let us hence learn, (says Theodoret on this passage) what mischiefs arise from spiritual sloth and laziness, and in what troubles and pains they engage us; for the spouse here excusing herself, and not being willing presently to rise to the bridegroom, is compelled a little while after, not only to rise, and run down to the door, but to run through the city, and wander about the streets, falling among the watchmen, and being evil-intreated by them, and after all could scarcely find her beloved; to whom if she had hearkened immediately, and obeyed his heavenly call, she had avoided all these inconveniences." See Bishop Patrick, Bishop Hall, Calmet, Gill, and the Reflections. It shall now suffice to say here with the spouse, that he is altogether lovely; amiable in every perfection, and sufficient to attract the love of all mankind. I would just add, that in the description which the Bridegroom gives of the beauty of the church, the ninth verse is generally supposed to be expressive of the unity of the church. See, in particular, St. Cyprian, book 4: sect. 8, 12 and book 5: sect. 1. 

Verse 11
Song of Solomon 6:11. I went down into the garden of nuts— The nut-tree is a plant which delights in a cold climate, and therefore must have been valued as a rare and curious exotic in Palestine. Josephus speaks of it as an uncommon proof of the fine temperature of the air, that this shrub flourished in Galilee near the lake of Gennesareth, together with plants of a warmer region. The vine flourished, would be rendered more exactly, the vine budded forth; and so in Song of Solomon 6:12 of the next chapter. See the New Translation, and Addison's Present State of the Jews. 

Verse 12
Song of Solomon 6:12. Or ever I was aware, &c.— I knew [them] not: my heart set me upon the chariots of my willing people. Carpzov. Crit. Sacr. p. 904. See Aquila, and Symmachus. According to the common rendering, chariots of Ammi-nadib, is supposed to be a proverbial expression for chariots of an extraordinary swiftness. The author of the New Translation renders the verse thus; I knew not the irresolution of my mind, which made me withdraw swift as the chariots of Ammi-nadib. 

Verse 13
Song of Solomon 6:13. Return, return, O Shulamite— שׁולמית Shulamith. SHULAMITE is evidently formed from שׁלמה shelomah, SOLOMON as Charlotte from Charles, &c. and is equivalent to wife or bride of Solomon. This appellation is the more remarkable, as it was inconsistent with the Jewish customs to give the name of the husband to his wife. I have no doubt but there was a mystic meaning in the imposition of this name; which might be, that as the Shulamite is held by some to have been a foreigner, and the favourite spouse of Solomon, the king, in marrying her, typified the true Prince of Peace, the Messiah, who was to espouse a church taken from the Gentiles, though strangers and foreigners with respect to the Jews. We may just observe, that the former part of this verse is assigned to the bridegroom's companions: then the virgins are supposed to ask, What would, or, will you see in the Shulamite? or, what do you look for in the Shulamite? when the bridemen answer, As it were the conflict, or perhaps more exactly, the rushing together of two armies; not in the way of battle, for that will not agree with the original word מחלת mecholath, but in the way of a friendly or triumphant meeting; and may imply the exultation of the two choruses of men and women on this occasion. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, Struck with the description of the excellence of Jesus, which the spouse his church had given, the daughters of Jerusalem no longer wonder that she should so highly value him; their own hearts caught the sacred flame; and since here no rivalship awakens jealousy, they are resolved, with her, to seek him. Her discourse shewed the intimacy of her acquaintance with him, therefore they in their turn are solicitous to learn of her where he may be found. We have, 

1. The question, Whither is thy beloved gone, O thou fairest among women? whither is thy beloved turned aside, that we may seek him with thee? Holy zeal is a spreading flame; they who delight to proclaim the glories of Christ, will find others charmed with his beauty, and ready to join in seeking him, in prayer, in his word, and in his other ordinances, and he will be found of all that call upon him faithfully. 

2. The answer is given, My beloved is gone down into his gardens. The spouse had toiled in vain to seek him in the streets; in the noise and hurry of the world he is not to be found; she now remembers that he had gone down to his garden, his church, to the beds of spices, the several congregations of his saints, or the souls of his believing people filled with divine graces, where, well-pleased, he takes up his abode: To feed in the gardens, either his flocks in the green pastures of his ordinances, or himself with the pleasant fruits of holiness, which he with delight beholds growing up before him; and to gather lilies; to place his saints now in the bosom of his love, or at death to gather them into his everlasting arms. 

3. She professes her confidence of an assured interest in him. I am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine; she entertains not a doubt of his regard, and is conscious of the simplicity of her own heart before him. He feedeth among the lilies; there in the midst of his people she expected with delight to find him; nor was she disappointed of her hope. Note; (1.) That soul is truly happy which in faith and love can say, My beloved is mine, and I am his. (2.) When we can rest assured of our own unfeigned attachment of heart to Christ, we may safely conclude our sure interest in his regard. 

2nd, The gracious Lord no longer hides his face, not delays to satisfy the desires of his believing people. He comes; grace is in his lips, and tenderness in his heart. 

1. He admires her beauty: Thou art beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah, which was most pleasantly situated on a rising hill; comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an army with banners, to all her enemies, who must finally bow before her feet. 

2. He expresses the delight that he took in her: Turn away thine eyes from me; he can no longer bear the earnestness, anguish, love, and tenderness, which speak in her looks. Or, Turn thine eyes over against me; the eyes of faith and affection; hang not down thy head with shame, but raise these downcast looks: all the past is forgiven and forgotten, return then unto thy rest again; for they have overcome me, brought me back again: or, they have strengthened me; it refreshed his heart to behold her penitent return: or, lifted me up with joy, so delighted was he with her love. 

3. He gives the same description of her beauty which he had done before, chap. Song of Solomon 4:1-3. Though by her unfaithfulness it was sullied, and she might be fearful that Christ's love towards her would not return with equal ardour, he assures her of the recovery of his warm affection, and that she is again beautiful in his eye. Blessed be our dear Lord, he hateth putting away; and, though corruptions have prevailed to our defilement, yet the fountain of his blood is still open; and if we come to wash there, our souls shall then appear as the moon, fair as ever, when the cloud is passed away. 

4. Her excellence is above all compare. By the queens, concubines, and virgins, some understand the world in general, from the highest in rank and station to the lowest; others, the false churches and deluded people; but rather it may mean believers in general, the most advanced in spiritual attainments, or the converts of lesser experience, who are afterwards said to praise her. Whatever amiable qualities may be in any individuals, the church in the aggregate possesses them all. My dove, my undefiled, is but one; dear to him above all others; one body, of which he is the living head. She is the only one of her mother; she is the choice one of her that bare her; more tenderly beloved than an only darling child. The daughters saw her and blessed her; yea, the queens and the concubines, and they praised her. Either this signifies the high honour the church will receive in the latter day, see Isaiah 60:3-11 or the delight in her expressed by all the faithful, and their prayers for her prosperity. 

5. They who praised her, burst forth into admiration at her beauty. Who is she that looketh forth as the morning? The image is taken from the light, and may be applied to the church, whose day began to dawn in the patriarchal age: fair as the moon, as increasing discoveries of the divine Messiah were reflected from the prophetic word: clear as the sun, when in the dispensation of the Gospel spiritual light and knowledge were in their full blaze diffused: terrible as an army with banners, going on conquering and to conquer, till all the powers of darkness shall be at last finally and eternally subdued. And this may be applied in particular to every faithful soul, to whom the light of truth at first, like the grey morning, is indistinct: as they advance in grace they shine with borrowed but increasing splendour derived from Christ; till at last they appear bright as the sun in the firmament of glory, and all their enemies, which in their militant state opposed them, shall for ever become their footstool. 

3rdly, The reconciliation being now complete, Christ gives his church an account whither he went, and how he was affected during his absence from her. 

1. I went down into the garden of nuts: though his sensible and comforting presence was withheld, he was among the trees, to see the fruits of the valley, what graces of repentance would be exercised by his church; and to see whether the vine flourished, and the pomegranates budded; either the first movings of his Spirit quickening the hearts of new converts, or the risings of gracious repentance for the unfaithfulness which had caused him to hide his face, which he with delight observed. 

2. He declares how strongly he felt his heart drawn forth towards her: Or ever I was aware, my soul made me like the chariots of Ammi-nadib. He could refrain no longer; swift he flew to dry the tears of her penitence, and, with the sense of his presence and love, to comfort her disconsolate heart. Or, My soul made me as chariots to my willing people: since they began to seek him in prayer and faith, his heart is open for their reception, and he takes them up into his chariot of love. Some make these the words of the spouse, pleasingly surprised to find her Lord come down to visit her, and flying to meet him with rapid eagerness. 

3. He invites her with affectionate importunity to return to him, and be happy. Return, return, O Shulamite: Christ, the greater than Solomon, communicates his name to his spouse the church; she is the Shulamite. Ubi tu Caius, ibi ego Caia. And lest, discouraged by her past conduct, she should be ashamed or afraid to meet him, he assures her of the kindest reception. Guilt makes the soul fearful, and bitter are the disquietudes which the awakened backslider experiences; but let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy on him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. Return, return, that we may look upon thee; Christ now taking pleasure in her, and all the saints and angels admiring her beauty, when presented without blame before him in love. 

4. A short account is given of the Shulamite. What will ye see in the Shulamite? which, considered as her own words, bespeaks her modesty and humility. Christ desired to look upon her, and she is not conscious of aught in herself worthy the least regard from him: as it were the company of two armies; a scene of warfare between her and her enemies without, or between grace and corruption within. Or this is the description that Christ gives of her: she is beautiful as two companies that go forth with music and dancing to convey the bride to her husband's house; or, as divided into two bands, the church militant on earth, and triumphant in heaven, and both glorious in holiness. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verse 1
Song of Solomon 7:1. How beautiful are thy feet with shoes— Instead of shoes, we might read more properly sandals. The word נדיב nadib, here rendered prince, is in Psalms 47:9; Psalms 107:40 used in the plural number to denote the Hebrew chiefs, or rulers of tribes: it is rendered, Isaiah 13:2 by the word nobles. 

Verse 2
Song of Solomon 7:2. An heap of wheat— It was usual with the Jews, when their wheat had been threshed out and fanned, to lay it in heaps, Ruth 3:7. Haggai 2:16 and as their threshing-floors were in the open air, they stuck them round with thorns in order to keep off the cattle, Hosea 2:5-6. These, as a mark of respect to the spouse, are here converted into a fence of lilies; or, we may suppose with Lamy, that Solomon here alludes to a custom which, according to him, they had in Palestine, of throwing flowers round the heaps of corn after it was winnowed. Wheat and barley were, among the ancient Hebrews, emblems of fertility; and it was usual for the standers-by to scatter these grains upon the new-married couple, accompanying it with a wish that they might increase and multiply. The passage in the text is therefore a prediction of the glorious fertility of the church of Christ. The next verse should be rendered as in ch. Song of Solomon 4:5. See the New Translation, and Selden, Uxor. Heb. lib. ii. ver. 15. 

Verse 4
Song of Solomon 7:4. Thine eyes like the fish-pools— The author of the New Translation gives us a true idea of the simile here used: Thine eyes are clear and serene as the pools in Heshbon, by the gate of Beth-rabbim [which was one of the gates of Heshbon]. 

Verse 5
Song of Solomon 7:5. Thine head upon thee, &c.— Thine head upon thee riseth eminent and majestic, like Carmel; and the tresses of thy head shine like scarlet. Michaelis, however, thinks that the word rendered purple, does not here signify the purple colour, but the murex, or Tyrian shell-fish, which produces that colour. Houbigant renders the whole passage, The tresses of thy hair are like the royal purple, which hangs in festoons from the ceiling. See New Translation. 

Verse 7
Song of Solomon 7:7. Clusters of grapes— Dates are the fruit of the palm-tree. They grow in clusters, and should be read here instead of grapes. See Brown's Observations, and the New Translation. 

Verse 10
Song of Solomon 7:10. His desire is toward me— Is fixed upon me. New Translation. See ch. Song of Solomon 2:16, Song of Solomon 6:3. 

Verse 13
Song of Solomon 7:13. The mandrakes give a smell— The New Translation renders it in general, The finest flowers give their fragrance. See Genesis 30:14. The next clause may be rendered, And in our hoards are all kinds of delicious fruits, new gathered, as well as old. The gates in Judges were usually large buildings, and we may suppose the repository for fruits was either over them, or near them. Houbigant would read it, And amongst our golden apples (or citrons) are many sweet ones, as well new as old; that is to say, vernal and autumnal. Sanctius supposes that the passage relates to the custom in Palestine of decking the gates of newly-married persons with festoons of fruits and flowers. 

Are all manner of pleasant fruits— Dr. Russell tells us, as I have intimated above, that the English at Aleppo generally live at the gardens near Baballa during the month of April and part of May. Now I would observe (viewing the words at present in their literal sense), that if the sacred writer refers to such a sort of retirement in the close of this chapter, I doubt the word fruits should not have been introduced here. The original word מגדים megadim, apparently signifies precious things, of a very different kind from the fruits of a garden, in Genesis 24:10. 2 Chronicles 21:3. Ezra 1:6 but they cannot be things of the nature of those referred to there, which are here meant, as appears from the invitation to go into the field or villages to enjoy them. If then they be neither fruits, nor jewels of gold, which are here meant, why may we not understand the word as signifying precious plants in general; herbs and flowers, shrubs and trees? Thus the new and old megadim that were treasured up, will signify, a delightful mixture of new plants with those desirable ones which had been accustomed to grow in the gardens of Judaea. Great additions of precious flowers, shrubs, and trees, have been made to the gardens of Europe. Exotic plants also have been introduced into those of the East. Russell tells us, that the ladies of Aleppo are very fond of several European flowers which have been introduced into their gardens: and we learn from Maillet, that a bashaw of Egypt took great pains to preserve the balm of Matarchah. Cambyses carried the peach into Egypt; and it is thought to be past doubt, that the cassia, the orange and lemon kind, apricots, moseh, (a delicious fruit, but which cannot be kept,) the pomegranate, and the cons or cream-tree, are none of them natives of that country. And can it be imagined then, that when novelties have been in all ages introduced into gardens, and that in the east as well as the west, there should not be many such in the days of a prince, who not only planted trees of all kinds of fruit for pleasure, (Ecclesiastes 2:5.) but who also distinguished himself by the study of natural history, and of vegetables in particular? 1 Kings 4:33. What is more, Josephus expressly tells us, there was a tradition, that the balsam for which Judaea was so celebrated, came from the queen of Sheba, who presented a root of it to Solomon. Antiq. lib. 8: Song of Solomon 7:6. At our gates, or, as it is elsewhere translated, at our doors; at hand that is, will you there find all manner of precious plants. The words, understood in this sense, are by no means unnatural, especially if they be supposed to be those of the bridegroom. See the Observations, p. 410. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, We have here, 

1. A fresh commendation of the beauty of the church, addressed as a prince's daughter, begotten of the King eternal, and espoused to the Prince of the kings of the earth. She had in a great variety of expressions described the surpassing excellence of her Lord, and he now, rejoicing over her on her return to him, launches forth into her praise. From the beauty of the human form, some faint traces are collected of the infinitely surpassing beauty of the soul, by divine grace renewed, and made all glorious within. The similitudes here used represent to us, 

(1.) The ministers of the church shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace, and, with their feet beautiful on the mountains, hasting to proclaim the glad tidings of great joy. 

(2.) The firm connection between the members of the body mystical, who are knit together in love, strong by their mutual union, and readily moving in the paths of the divine commands. 

(3.) The preachers of the word, full of divine truth, as a goblet crowned with wine, and strong to labour in the cause of God. 

(4.) The fruitfulness of the church, teeming with precious seed, and beautiful to view as the hedge of lilies. 

(5.) The rich consolations which are bestowed from the breasts of the word, where all the children of the church milk out, and are satisfied with the abundance of her glory, Isaiah 60:3. 

(6.) The strength of faith, and purity of manners, which distinguish genuine and faithful Christians. 

(7.) The depth and clearness of their understandings enlightened by divine grace; and the calmness of their tempers, unruffled as the surface of a standing pool. (8.) Their sharp sagacity, and impregnable constancy. 

(9.) Their glorious head, Christ Jesus; or their heavenly-mindedness, and elevation above the storms and tempests of this lower world. 

(10.) The number and royal dignity of the faithful, who spring from their glorious Head, depend upon him, and are nourished by him. 

2. Since she is so beautiful, Christ expresses his delight in her. The king is held in the galleries, well-pleased to take up his rest in the hearts of his people, and held by the strong cords of love to maintain abiding communion with them. How fair and how pleasant art thou, O love, for delights! all her words and ways pleased him, and she was in his eyes altogether lovely; tall as the palm tree, and her breasts as clusters of the vine; straight in her walk and conversation, and fruitful in all good works that make glad the heart of God and man. I said, I will go up to the palm-tree, to solace himself in the shade, or to behold its flourishing state; I will take hold of the boughs thereof, to gather the fruit, or to prune the luxuriant branches by afflictions and crosses. Now also thy breasts shall be as clusters of the vine, yielding the most grateful favour: and the smell of thy nose like apples; for Christ's presence draws forth the graces into lively exercise, and makes them give their sweet smell: and the roof of thy mouth like the best wine for my beloved; her gracious discourse being refreshing and pleasing to the ear, as wine to the taste, that goeth down sweetly: or to righteousnesses, leading and directing her in the ways of holiness; and by its reviving influence, causing the lips of those that are asleep to speak; as those who were faint, and their eyes closed, are recovered by a cordial draught; so the souls of those who slept in the death of sin are recovered by the word and spirit of Christ; and believers who had felt a diminution of grace are revived and restored thereby. 

2nd, The spouse, 

1. Expresses her confidence in her Lord, and makes profession of her fidelity to him. I am my beloved's, wholly his, and not my own. Whatever excellencies I possess, they are derived from him; I have nothing which I have not received: I am his; I know, I am assured of it; for faith in lively exercise casteth out fear and doubt, and gives the soul the most assured certainty: and his desire is toward me; his affections are placed on his faithful people: for the whole world, but for their sakes especially, he came down from heaven, and loved not his life unto death, but underwent the bloody baptism, Luke 12:50. The company and converse of his church he is now pleased with; nor will he rest till the utmost desires of his soul are satisfied, and all his faithful people who perseveringly cleave to him, are brought to the enjoyment of his glory. 

2. She invites him to come and give her the enjoyment of his presence: Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field. Wherever we are, we should desire Christ for our companion: if taking recreation, his presence will make the air doubly sweet: if engaged in the labours of the field, a sense of his nearness will beguile our toils, and make them easy. Let us lodge in the villages, retired from the noisy town, for solitude is the friend of contemplation; and they who would enjoy sweet communion with God must be often alone, speaking with him that seeth in secret. Or it intimates, that his presence can make the cottage a palace, and the place of meanest accommodations a dwelling of delight. Let us get up early to the vineyards; for those who have Christ with them must improve their opportunities, early seek him in their youth, early seek him every morning; for a slothful soul that dozes away the light of day, can never be in a flourishing state. Let us see if the vine flourish, whether the tender grape appear, and the pomegranates bud forth; in what state the church and the several members of it are; whether our souls are putting forth the fresh blossoms of grace, and promising a plenteous vintage of every good word and work. 

3. She promises to give him there her warmest affections: There will I give thee my loves; the desires of her soul being enlarged by his presence, and all her graces going forth in most lively exercise towards him. The mandrakes give a smell, (or, the loveliest flowers) which signify the fragrance of the graces of the saints, and their acceptableness to Christ: and at our gates are all manner of pleasant fruits, new and old; the abounding works of faith and love; or the doctrines of the sacred Scriptures from which the ministers of the sanctuary, as from a storehouse, draw forth the richest provision for the soul; which I have laid up for thee, O my beloved; for though the provision be made for all who are called to partake of the advantages resulting from the oracles of God, and more especially for the members of his church, yet doth it ultimately tend to his glory. Note; All that we have is Christ's; it is a poor all indeed, and unworthy of his acceptance; but a gracious soul delights to lay it, such as it is, at his feet, and feels the deepest gratitude that he condescends to accept the service. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verse 1
Song of Solomon 8:1. O that thou wert as my brother— O that thou wert as my infant brother, sucking my mother's breasts! New Translation. 

Verse 2
Song of Solomon 8:2. Who would instruct me— literally, Thou shouldest be constantly with me: so Houbigant. The next clause refers to the Hebrew custom of mixing aromatic drugs with their wine. Russel in one place observes, that there are three sorts of pomegranates at Aleppo, the sour, the sweet, and another betwixt both; and in another place, that they are wont to give a graceful acidity to their sauces by pomegranate or lemon-juice. Liquors of the kind above, mentioned, leaving out the wine, which the Mahommedan religion forbids, are very common in the East to this day. See Observations, p. 193. 

Verse 4
Song of Solomon 8:4. I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, &c.— We have in this day's eclogue a further account of the love of Christ towards his church; as well as a description of the church's graces. The church professes her faith and longing desire after Christ, together with the satisfactions of his love to her. In the 11th verse the heavenly Bridegroom expresses his desire and expectation of fruit proportionable to his care of the church, and kindness to her. In chap. Song of Solomon 7:1-9 the particular graces, beauties, and excellencies of spiritual and divine communications are set forth: while the church expresses her wish in the 11th and 12th verses, to go forth and plant the gospel in the distant places and most remote corners of the earth; for which purpose, the hoards of pleasant fruits new and old, that is to say, the knowledge and treasures of the oracles of God, are spoken of and adapted; and perhaps our Lord himself, who delighted to refer to the written word, may have in some degree alluded to these words, when he speaks of a wise scribe, who bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old. Matthew 13:52. Ravished with the prospect of the blessings of his love, the church declares her affection, chap. Song of Solomon 8:1-4 and professes that she feels the communication of his Spirit, which is the greatest token of his love, and which then works most strongly in our hearts, when he sees them fullest of affection to him. 

Verse 5
Song of Solomon 8:5. Who is this that cometh up, &c.?— The seventh and last day's eclogue begins here. 

Verse 6
Song of Solomon 8:6. Set me as a seal upon thine heart, &c.— See Exodus 13:9. The meaning is, "Place me so that I may never slip out of thy memory or affection. This request I make out of fervent love, which is strong or irresistible as death; especially when heightened by jealousy, or a fear of losing the beloved object." The coals thereof are coals of fire; or, as Dr. Hammond has excellently illustrated the place, The darts or arrows thereof are darts of fire, of a most vehement flame. The metaphor is taken from an arrow shot out of a bow, which by the swiftness of its motion takes fire; or rather, perhaps, alludes to the fiery arrows which were sometimes made use of for the same purpose as fire-balls among us. The LXX countenance this version by rendering the passage, The feathers or wings thereof are wings of fire. See Hammond on Psalms 76:3 the New Translation, and Martin's Explication des Textes Difficiles, p. 325. 

Verse 9
Song of Solomon 8:9. If she be a wall, &c.— If she be a wall, we will build upon her two silver towers. The meaning of the passage is, "We will take care of her in proportion as she is capable of receiving or profiting by our bounty, like as men are accustomed to build upon good foundations." The orientals delight thus to express themselves by parables or comparisons. 

Verse 12
Song of Solomon 8:12. My vineyard, which is mine— My vineyard which before brought me in a thousand pieces, is now thine, O Solomon; and there are two hundred pieces for those who look after the fruit thereof. By pieces of silver here are understood shekels, supposed to be in value about two shillings and four pence halfpenny each. 

Verse 14
Song of Solomon 8:14. The mountains of spices— That is, the mountains where spices grow; such as those mentioned, chap. Song of Solomon 4:6 and chap. Song of Solomon 2:17 and some have thought that it should be rendered here, as in the last place, the mountains of בשׂמים Besamim. What these mountains were we are now ignorant, though it is certain that the creatures here mentioned were bred in the highest mountains of the country: as AElian testifies in the latter end of his fifth book: "The harts in Syria are bred in their highest mountains, Amanus, Libanus, and Carmel." Spiritually we have in this eclogue the vehemency of divine love set forth, the calling of the Gentiles, and in the last verse a prayer for the coming of Christ. The calling of the Gentiles is foretold in the eighth verse, though some suppose that it refers to the properties of divine love, described in the preceding verse; one of which is, a solicitude for those who are devoid of this love, or who have but the beginning of it. The words may also be applied (says a writer) to a soul or a church in a state of imperfection; but built upon Christ, the foundation; and then the ninth verse may be thus paraphrased, "Let her be but firm and constant like a wall in her love to me, and I will not abandon the care of her. Let her but exclude all other, and admit me alone, and she shall never want any thing necessary to her perfection; for I will richly adorn her, and make her like the house of God himself, which is lined with cedar:" and then the 10th verse may be thus applied, as her answer: "I am resolved to do what thou requirest, to be steadfast and faithful, and I already perceive the reward of my fidelity; in consequence of which, I will consecrate myself, and all my powers, the cultivation and improvement of all my talents, to the service of my heavenly bridegroom," Song of Solomon 8:11-12. The last verse concludes this song as it began, with a desire that the Messiah would come and make good all those things which had been represented in these divine raptures. 

REFLECTIONS.—1st, We have here, 

1. The desire of the spouse after the most endearing intimacy and communion with her Lord: O that thou wert as my brother, with whom she might indulge a holy familiarity, and from whom the might find the warmest regard and succour under all her afflictions and infirmities; that sucked the breasts of my mother; which may refer to the incarnation of Christ, who became a babe at the breast, and partaker of the same flesh and blood with us; and therefore from him we may hope for the tenderest sympathy and affection. 

2. She professes what she would do in this case. When I should find thee without, or in the streets, in the public ordinances, I would kiss thee; make open professions of her love and attachment to him: yea, I should not be despised, for such marks of affection which to a brother were becoming, and which Jesus would not disdain, but receive with pleasure. I would lead thee with delight to my mother's horn, the place of the assembly of God's children, who would instruct me how to behave aright towards thee; or, there thou wouldst instruct me, and teach me how to walk and to please God. Note; True wisdom cometh from Jesus alone; without his divine teaching, we can know nothing as we ought to know. I would cause thee to drink of spiced wine of the juice of my pomegranate, the lively exercise of grace, and her diligence in his service, more pleasing to him than the most delicious juice of the grape or pomegranate. His left hand should be under my head and his right hand should embrace me; comforting me with the most endearing expressions of his love, and supporting me with his almighty power. 

3. She gives a charge to the daughters of Jerusalem, as before, not to interrupt her communion with her beloved. I charge you, that ye stir not up, nor awake my love until he please. Note; They who know the blessing of Christ's presence, will be careful themselves, and mindful to caution others not to grieve the Saviour, or by any unfaithful and displeasing conduct to provoke him to depart. 

2nd, The daughters of Jerusalem are represented, 

1. As breaking forth into admiration on beholding the spouse. Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved? dependent on him, and sweetly supported by him. And it may represent the church in general, driven into the wilderness during the times of persecution, but through the power of Jesus at last triumphant: or the case of every particular believer, who is by nature found in the wilderness of sin, far from God, the ways of truth, and the road to glory; but invited by the grace of Jesus, and by his arm supported: faith perseveringly resting upon him, we are enabled to go up, travelling in the greatness of his strength, till we come to the eternal rest which remaineth for the people of God. 

2. The spouse relates her own experience. I raised thee up under the apple-tree. The words are addressed to Jesus, who, when he seemed asleep, and to disregard his people's distresses, hath by prayer been raised up to stretch out his arm and come and help them. There thy mother brought thee forth, there she brought thee forth that bare thee: in the ministry of the word souls are brought forth, and Christ formed in the heart. This is compared to a woman travailing in birth, the pangs of repentance being frequently most acute and painful, and followed with joy and peace in believing. 

3. She begs for an abiding interest in his regard, and a happy assurance of it. Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm. The allusion is to the high-priest's breast-plate, or to bracelets worn with the name, the hair, or the picture of any beloved object; and intimates the desire of the true believer to have a sure place in the heart of Jesus, a constant sense of his nearness, a lively experience of his love, and the abiding supports of his grace. To urge her suit, she pleads her vehement affection; for love is strong as death. As it brought Jesus to the death of the cross for us, so, if need be, will it engage the faithful to lay down their lives for him. It will make us dead to the world, and to every object, compared with his blessed self: it will engage us to live for him, and make us happy to die and go to him. Jealousy is cruel as the grave, and will not admit a rival to Jesus in the heart. The coals thereof are coals of fire, which have a most vehement flame, burning with resistless fury, consuming the dross of base affections, and ascending in circling volumes to the skies. Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it. It burns the fiercer by opposition, and rises fairer and stronger from the waters of persecution. If a man would give all the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned. Offer a faithful soul ten thousand worlds in exchange for the love of Jesus,—she would count them all dung and loss. Or it intimates the freedom, as well as riches of the grace of Christ, which, though inestimable, he bestows on his people without money and without price. 

3rdly, This loving pair, now united in the bonds of heavenly love, are represented as consulting together about their affairs. Husband and wife must consult together; this is a part of the mutual comfort of that endearing relation, for two are better than one. 

1. The spouse proposes a case for her beloved's advice: We have a little sister, and she hath no breasts; which may be interpreted of the Gentile church, a sister to the Jewish church, but little, younger in years, and having no breasts; not grown up to a woman's estate, destitute of ministers, ordinances, and the word; and, as a little child, ignorant and foolish; what shall we do for our sister, in the day when she shall be spoken for? when the Gentiles should be called into the fellowship of the Gospel, to enjoy that high dispensation, or spoken against by the unbelieving Jews or heathens, loaded with reproaches, and urged to desert the faith of Christ. 

2. He answers, if she be a wall, raised on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief corner-stone, we will build upon her a palace of silver. We; for though the power is Christ's alone, he is pleased to employ ministers as workers together with him; and the work of grace is well compared to a silver palace, to denote the excellency of the soul, made the habitation of God through the Spirit. And if she be a door, we will inclose her with boards of cedar. As soon as ever the door is open for the preaching of the Gospel among the Gentiles, they shall grow up into a glorious temple. 

3. It is no sooner spoken than done. I am a wall, and my breasts like towers, which are the words of the Gentile church. What Jesus hath promised, is spoken of as already done: she is built upon him the foundation, and strengthened by his grace. Then was I in his eyes as one that found favour; affectionately regarded of Christ, and favoured with all the privileges and blessings of the Christian church. 

4. The Gentile church describes the progress of the Gospel, and Christ's glory therein manifested. Solomon, the Prince of peace, the Lord Jesus, had a vineyard, a church, at Baal-hamon, in the Gentile world, consisting of many nations: he let out the vineyard unto keepers, the ministers of the sanctuary, whose business and office it is to dress and keep it, See Matthew 21:33. Every one for the fruit thereof was to bring a thousand pieces of silver. He expects to receive fruit from their labours, and to see multitudes of immortal souls gained by their ministry, which will be as much to their account as to his glory. 

5. The church expresses her concern for all her members. My vineyard, which is mine, is before me; every plant requiring constant care, and every believing soul watching with jealousy over herself, lest any noxious weeds growing up should choak the fruits of righteousness. Thou, O Solomon, must have a thousand; for since all our increase cometh from him, most justly ought we to render to him the praise of what his grace hath wrought; and those that keep the fruit thereof two hundred. They who labour in the gospel shall be abundantly gainers thereby: the souls that are presented to Christ as the fruit of their ministry, shall be their own joy and crown of rejoicing in the day of his appearing, when they who turn many to righteousness shall shine as the stars in the firmament for ever and ever. 

4thly. Though for a moment they are parting, Christ and his church express their mutual regard, and look for their future happy meeting. 

1. Christ at parting expects often to hear of her and from her. Thou that dwellest in the gardens, here below, enjoying the ordinances and means of grace; the companions hearken to thy voice; sweet intercourse and communion being maintained between the faithful, and all of them paying the most attentive regard to the ministry of the word. Cause me to hear it, ascending in prayer and praise, in bold and open professions of her faith before the world, and in zealous endeavours to spread the knowledge of his grace among men. Note; When Christ courts us to come to him, and declares himself so willing to hear, shall we be backward to go? No, Lord, early in the morning will I direct my prayer to thee, and look up. 

2. The church desires his speedy return. He is gone away for a while to heaven, on her account, to be her friend and advocate before the throne of God, to prepare eternal mentions of glory for her reception; and she begs him to hasten back, and take her to himself, that where he is, she may be also. Make haste, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe, or to a young hart upon the mountains of spices. Christ is now set down on the mountain of spices, the throne of glory: there the eye of faith beholds him, and there love still embraces him. With eagerness his waiting servants expect him; and, while they enjoy the bright gleams of his reconciled countenance here below in sweet communion with him, their souls, the more importunately pray for his appearing, that they may see him face to face. Nor shall the time be long delayed; swift are the rapid hours hurrying by; time draws to its period; eternity approaches; the Lord is at hand: blessed and happy are they who in that day can welcome his arrival, and, when he once more bows the heavens, and comes down, in the assured confidence of his love can meet him, and cry, Come quickly, Lord Jesus! Reader, may this be thy happy case, Amen! 

